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INTRODUCTION.

I. The Apocalypse, a Prophetical Work.

In literary form the mysterious book with which the New
Testament concludes stands apart from all those by which

it is preceded. While they present the form of historical or

of epistolary works, the Apocalypse or
'

Revelation
'

wears

the distinct garb of a prophetical writing. The enigmati-
cal style and the symbolical visions of this last book of

the Bible forcibly recall those of the prophetical works

of the Old Testament, and its contents are, in the eyes

of the writer himself, those of a
*

prophecy '.^ Like the

prophets of old, the author looks upon himself as a seer

to whom heaven has disclosed divine secrets concerning
the kingdom of God, and has given the mission to impart
them to men for their consolation, warning and guidance.

He, too, speaks with a divine authority, whether his mes-

sage refers to the past, bears on the present, or foretells

the future. He writes primarily on behalf of the chosen

people of God, and denounces punishment upon the

nations outside. In his eyes God is the righteous Judge
of the actions and the intentions of men, and the almighty
Ruler of heaven and earth, whose cause must ultimately

prevail. His prophecy, also, corresponds to a particular

stage in God's revelation to the world; and this stage,

as in other cases, is the last, so that his utterances have

a distinct eschatological character. It thus appears that

the Apocalypse is the one prophetical book of the New
Law, and that to regard it merely as a part of the Jewish

and early Christian literature known as Apocalyptic, is

to misconceive its nature.

J

Apoc. i. 3 : xxii. 7, 10, 18, 19.

*
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2. Authorship.

The Author of the Apocalypse is the apostle St. John,

as is clearly attested by external and internal evidence.

The earliest witness in favour of this apostolic author-

ship is St. Justin/ who was born shortly after the death

of St. John and lived for some time in Ephesus, the city

in which the beloved disciple spent the latter part of

his life, and to the Church of which the first of the seven

letters of the Apocalypse was addressed. Next comes

the testimony of St. Melito (flor. 170), the bishop of

Sardis—also one of the Apocalyptic Churches—who, ac-

cording to Eusebius,^ wrote a book on the Apocalypse of

John. More important still is the testimony of St. Ire-

nasus (flor. 180), who distinctly ascribes the Apocalypse
to

'

John, the disciple of the Lord \^ and who in his

early life was intimately acquainted with St. Polycarp,

the close follower of that apostle.

The tradition thus validly started was embodied in

the Roman list of the sacred books, which is known as

the Canon of Muratori. It was followed by Tertullian,*

in North Africa; by Clement^ and Origen*^ in Alexan-

dria; by St. Hippolytus,'^ in Italy; by St. Theophilus,^

in Antioch; which fact tends to prove that the Syriac

Version, known as the Peshitto, contained from the first

the Apocalypse,^ no less than did the Old Latin Version.

Coming now to internal evidence, we note that, in

accordance with prophetical usage, the writer of the

Apocalypse gives his own name as
' John '

(i. i, 4, 9:

xxii. 8), and he gives it in a manner which points to the

apostle St. John as the author of the work. In these

passages he betrays no anxiety to make himself promi-

* Dial. Tryph. 81.
2 Hist. Eccl. IV. xxvi. 2. 3 Adv. Haer. IV. xx. 11.

 Adv. Marc. iii. 14: iv. 5.
s Strom, vi. 13.

6 Comm. on John, I. 14: cf. Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. VI. 25.
7 De Christo et Antichristo, 36.
8
Cf. Eus., Hist. Eccl. IV. 24.

9 Cf. Hug, Introd. to the N.T. (E.Tr.), pp. 204 fT. : G. H. Gwilliam,
Stadia Biblica I.
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nent by appealing to an apostle's authority, as a pseud-

onymous writer would naturally feel prompted to do. At

the same time he is not afraid to speak of his outward

circumstances ; he gives himself out as a witness of Christ,

an exile in Patmos, one of account in the Asiatic churches
—all of which statements could be easily verified by his

readers. Hence, we conclude, the
' John '

thus naturally

named four times in the book, is no other than the apostle

St. John, the only John known in .history as vested with

more than local authority over the churches of Procon-

sular Asia.^

This identity comes out also from the general tenor

of the Apocalypse, when the book is examined in the

light of the first three Gospels. In vocabulary and style

the
'

Revelation
'

is distinctly the work of a Jew by birth

and education, like the apostle John. The feelings of

the author against the opponents of Christ are complete
echoes of those of John '

the son of thunder
'

(Mark iii.

17), who would fain have called down a consuming fire

from heaven to avenge his Master's honour (Luke ix. 54),

who was well aware, through Our Lord's parables relative

to the consummation of the world, that the enemies of

Jesus would remain unrepenting unto the end, and finally

meet with utter extermination and eternal punishment in

the pit of fire {cf . Matt. xiii. etc.). Again, the deep
interest in eschatological topics which is evinced by the

writer throughout the Apocalypse readily suggests that

of the apostles who asked Jesus privately,
'

Tell us when

shall these things be, and what shall be the sign when
all these things shall be fulfilled,' and who received an

answer the imagery of which is in striking coincidence

with that of the
'

Revelation
'

(<;/. Mark xiii. 3, etc.).

Just as the Fourth Gospel is chiefly occupied with the

Judean ministry, which is only occasionally touched upon

by the Synoptics ; so the Apocalypse completes the es-

' That the 'John the Presbyter' spoken of by Papias (Eus., Hist.

Eccl. III. 39), etc.. is the Apostle himself has been sufficiently demon-

strated by Dom John Chapman, O.S.B., in his admirable study, John

the Presbyter (Clarendon Press, 191 1).
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chatological teachings of Christ, which are but briefly

sketched in those same Synoptic narratives. Like the

Fourth Gospel, it ends with a solemn attestation of the

truth of its contents.

The question of vocabulary, grammar and style is too

intricate to be treated here with the fulness which it

demands. The student may be referred to Dr. Swete's

very careful and scholarly handling of the subject in his

Introduction. 1 Upon the surface there is evidently a vast

difference between the two works in this respect, yet on

closer inspection an underlying unity can also be dis-

covered. In the first place the richness of vocabulary

displayed in the Apocalypse should be recognized.
'

If

we are reminded by an occasional transliteration that the

author was a Jew by birth and education, it is clear that

he had lived long enough in the Greek cities of Asia to

have ready to his hand all the Greek words that he needed

for the purpose of his book. The Greek vocabulary of

the Apocalypse does not suggest that the writer was crip-

pled by a want of appropriate words. His store is ample
for his needs, and it seems to have been chosen with

care.* We are thus prepared to find that those astonish-

ing departures from the most elementary rules of gram-
mar which meet us in the Apocalypse are not to be

explained by mere ignorance of the language.
' His

eccentricities of syntax are probably due to more than one

cause : some to the habit which he may have retained of

thinking in a Semitic language; some to the desire of

giving movement and vivid reality to his visions, which

leads him to report them after the manner of shorthand

notes, jotted down at the time ; some to the circumstances

in which the book was written. But from whatever cause

or concurrence of causes, it cannot be denied that the

Apocalypse of John stands alone among Greek literary

writings in its disregard of the ordinary rules of syntax,

» The Apocalypse of St. John, by H. B. Svvete, D.D. (Macmillan,

1906) : the quotations that follow are from the section on '

Vocabulary.
Grammar and Style '.
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and the success with which syntax is set aside without loss

of perspicuity or even of literary power. The book seems

openly and deliberately to defy the grammarian, and yet,

even as literature, it is in its own field unsurpassed.' It

is only when full allowance has been made for the rich

vocabulary which St. John had acquired in Asia, for his

disregard (or rather, masterful manipulation) of gram-
mar, and for some other less important phenomena, that

we are in a position to trace certain similarities to his

gospel, such as the use of parallelism in sentences {e.g.,

John i. 4— 5: Apoc. xxi. 23), and the reinforcement of

a positive by a negative clause (John i. 3: Apoc. iii. 3).

After detailing the relevant evidence Dr. Swete finally

declares that
'

it creates a strong presumption of affinity

between the Fourth Gospel and the Apocalypse, notwith-

standing their great diversity both in language and in

thought
'

.1

3. Date and Place of Origin.

The Apocalypse was written towards the end of the

reign of Domitian (96 A.D.). This date is attested by
St. Iren£eus,2 whose personal acquaintance with St. Poly-

carp, the disciple of St. John, gives the greatest weight
to his testimony. The statement of St. Irenseus was

generally accepted by subsequent Church writers, and it

is corroborated by internal evidence. The Apocalyptic

picture of the Christians at the time when the work was

composed, is that of men hunted down, imprisoned, and

put to death for their faith, a condition which decidedly

points to the fully-developed policy of the Flavian

emperors against Christianity. St. Jerome definitely

ascribes the Apocalypse to the fourteenth year of Domi-
tian's reign (95 A.D.), and this is most likely the exact

date.

The internal evidence, however, is not without its

difficulties. The more natural interpretation of Apoc.
• See also Belser, Einleitung in das N.T., ed. 2: S. Davidson,

Introd. to the New Testament, etc.

= Adv. Haer. V. xxx. 3.
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xvii. lo— I I would appear to be that which sees, in the

five kings that have fallen, Augustus, Tiberius, Gains,

Claudius and Nero, in the king that is reigning Vespasian

(a.d. 69— 79), in him that is to remain but a short time

Titus, and in the eighth Domitian, the Nero redivivus.

Here, as elsewhere, it is Domitian's reign that is the

centre of dramatic interest, but at first sight it seems

to demand that the actual writing of the work should

be assigned to the time of Vespasian. The sum-total

of the evidence, however, points so powerfully the other

way, that it seems better to understand the above pas-

sage differently. Even apart from the general historical

circumstances already touched on, the death-stroke of

the first beast, it should be noted, has been healed

(Apoc. xiii. 3, 12, 14); Nero redivivus has already

appeared, and indeed is even spoken of in Apoc. xvii. 1 1

as already on the way to destruction. A further indica-

tion of some consequence is to be found in Apoc. vi. 6,

which is thought to contain a historical reference to an

edict of Domitian's against vine-growing in the pro-

vinces, which the vine-growers of Asia Minor succeeded

in persuading him to drop.^ On the whole, therefore, it

seems better to explain Apoc. xvii. 10— 11 as a vision

projected into the past, though referring to the present.
A vision of this kind would be rendered more possible

by the fact that its counterfeit was a common feature in

the non-canonical apocalypses, with which St. John was

very likely acquainted ; and his promiscuous use of past,

present and future tenses {e.g., in Apoc. xi. : xii. 1 1,

with note: xx. 7
—

10) lends further confirmation to this

view. However, it would in any case be preferable to

suppose that this particular vision was an earlier fragment
than to assign an earlier date to the whole Apocalypse on

account of it.

The place where St. John recorded his Apocalyptic
visions is the island of Patmos. As he was directed to

»
C/. Expositor, 7th Series, Vol. V^I., pp. 359—369: 'Hurt not the

Oil and the Wine ', by Dr. Moffatt.
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'send' a letter to the Church of Ephesus (i. ii), the

tenor of which was revealed to him, the natural inference

is that at the time of writing he was not yet back at

Ephesus from his exile in Patmos.

4. Contents and Unity.

The contents of the Apocalypse have been divided in

many ways. The following analysis divides the book into

such parts as are indicated by the number seven, to which

its structure readily lends itself.

Prologue. (Chap. i. i—8.)

1) Title, (i. 1—3.)

2) Greeting and Doxology. (i. 4—6.)

3) Announcement of Christ's Coming, (i. 7
—

8.)

1st Septenary: SEVEN LETTERS to Churches in Asia (cc. i. 9—iii.22).

A Preparatory Vision, (i. 9
—

20.)

The Letters to: i) Ephesus. (ii. i
—

7.)

2) Smyrna, (ii. 8— 11.)

3) Pergamum. (ii. 12— 17.)

4) Thyatira. (ii. 18—29.)

5) Sardis. (iii. i—6.)

6) Philadelphia, (iii. 7—13.)

7) Laodicea. (iii. 14
—

22.)

2nd Septenary: The SEVEN SEALS (cc iv—viii. 1).

A Preparatory Vision, (cc. iv.—v.)

Opening of the first Six Seals: (vi. i
—

17.)

i) the white horse.

2) the red horse.

3) the black horse.
^

4) the pale horse.

5) the souls under the altar.

6) the earthquake.
An Intermediary Vision. (Chap, vii.)

Opening of the Seventh Seal: the Silence, (viii. i.)

3rd Septenary : The SEVEN TRUMPETS (cc. viii. 2—xi).

A Preparatory Vision, (viii. 2—6.)

Sounding of the first Six Trumpets: (viii. 7
—ix. 21.}

i) the earth set on fire.

2) the sea turned into blood.
'

3) the streams become bitter.

4) the heavenly bodies darkened.

5) a woe of locusts.

6) a woe of horsemen.
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An Intermediary Vision, (x.
—xi. 13.)

Sounding of the Seventh Trumpet: the third woe. (xi. 14
—

19.)

4th Septenary: The SEVEN SIGNS (cc. xii.—xv. 4).

A Vision of:

1) the V^oman and the Dragon, (xii.)

2) the Beast rising out of the sea. (xiii. i— 10.)

3) the Beast rising from the earth (xiii. 11— 18.)

4) the Lamb and the Virgins, (xiv. i
—

5.;

5) the Three Angels, (xiv. 6— 13.;

6) the Harvest and the Vintage, (xiv. 14
—

20.)

7) the Seven Angels and the Song of Triumph.
(xv. 1—4.)

5th Septenary : The SEVEN VIALS (cc. xv. 5—xvi).

A Preparatory Vision, (xv. 5
—

8.)

The first Six Vials poured out on: (xvi. i
—

12.;

i) the earth.

2) the sea.

3) the waters.

4) the sun.

5) the throne of the Beast.

6) the Euphrates. •

An Intermediary Vision, (xvi. 13
—

16.)

Pouring out of the Seventh Vial: upon the air. (xvi. 17
—

21.)

6th Septenary : The DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON (cc. xvii.-xix. 8).

Seven Stages in the Prophecy:
i) the Description of Babylon, (xvii. i—6.)

2) the Explanation of Babylon, (xvii. 7
—

18.)

3) the Fall of Babylon, (xviii. 1—8.)

4) the Mourning for Babylon, (xviii. 9—20.)

5) the final Ruin of Babylon, (xviii. 21—24.)

6) the Song of Praise at its Fall. (xix. i—5.)

7) God's Reign and the Marriage of the Lamb.

(xix. 6—8.)

Epilogue, (xix. 9
—

10.)

7th Septenary: The CONSUMMATION (cc. xix. ii-xxii. 5).

Seven Visions, viz.; of:

i) the Conqueror and his Hosts, (xix. 11— 16.)

2) the Defeat of the Beast, (xix. 17
—

21.)

3) the Victory over Satan, (xx. i— 10.)

4) the General Judgment, (xx. 11—15.)

5) the New Jerusalem, (xxi. i
—

8.)

6) the Plan of the New Jerusalem, (xxi. 9—27.)
7) the Paradise of' God. (xxii. i— 5.)
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Epilogue. (Chap. xxii. 6—21.)

i) the Attestation of the Angel, (xxii. 6—9.)

2) the Time is near. (xxii. 10— 15.)

3) the Final Attestation. The Blessing, (xxii. 16—21.)

The foregoing analysis shows that one and the same

mind conceived and carried out the plan of the Apoca-

lypse, so that the unity of the book must be admitted.

This unity is confirmed i) by the fact that the septenaries

are closely interconnected, the last episode in one

septenary often forming a skilful transition to the next

septenary; 2) by the community of formulas, symbols,

peculiar grammatical constructions, etc., which can be

easily noticed throughout the work. Hence the book does

not appear to be either a compilation of two or three

apocalypses, or to incorporate materials of a more frag-

mentary character. It is a literary unit, which exhibits

here and there certain disparate phenomena naturally to

be expected in an Oriental record of eschatological

visions, phenomena which only serve to enhance the

homogeneous character of the whole composition.

5. Interpretation.

The difficulties which surround the interpretation of

the Apocalypse are confessedly very great. They arise

chiefly from the prophetical contents of the book and

from the symbolical character of its style ; prophecy, es-

pecially when it bears, as is usually the case with the

Apocalypse, on the distant future, is necessarily obscure ;

and enigmatic figures of speech, such as appear constantly

in that inspired book, can but add to the obscurity of

prophetical utterances. Much of this obscurity, however,

can be removed by reading the Apocalypse of St. John in

the light of its organic connection with the ancient

prophecies of Israel and with the early writings of

Christianity.

The language of the book and its imagery bespeak the

familiarity of the author of the Apocalypse with practi-



xviii Introduction

cally the whole field of the prophetical literature of Israel.

Numerous as are the symbols employed by St. John, their

use never betrays on his part either a studied imitation of

ancient models, or even a deliberate choice of expressions

for the scenes which he describes. They are thus seen

to be thoroughly congenial to the Oriental and propheti-
cal mind of the apocalyptic writer. Thence it readily

follows that the best means to dispel much of the stylistic

obscurity of the Apocalypse of St. John, is to interpret

it in the distinct light of the symbolical language used by
the ancient prophets. These ancient prophets supply as it

were the root-form of the apocalyptic images and expres-

sions, and this primitive form once realized, it becomes

comparatively easy to perceive the amount of adaptation
which the prophetical images and expressions naturally

present in a Christian work such as the Apocalypse.^

Together with the obscurity which arises from the

symbolical form of the Apocalypse, there is that which

is entailed by its prophetical contents. And it is par-

ticularly with regard to these contents that it behoves the

interpreter to view the book in the light of the prophetical

utterances of the Old Testament. The message of the

apocalyptic Seer, as that of the prophets of old, is con-

cerned with the destinies of the kingdom of God. To his

mind, as to theirs, there is a conflict raging between the

pure worship of the true God on the, one hand, and

heathenism and its consequent immorality on the other.

To both him and them, the conflict is a personal one. On
the one side, stand God's chosen people,

'

His kingdom
and priests

*

(Apoc. v. lo) obeying His commands and

helped by His intervention from heaven ; and on the

other side are found the nations worshipping false gods
whose authority and power they uphold. St. John, like

the prophets of old, beholds victories and reverses ; and
* In accordance with the general rule of the Westminster Version,

*
not all Old Testament references are marked, but only such as appear

for one reason or another to demand attention.' To indicate quotations
in the text would only disfigure it, but even without this help it will be

clear how largely the Apocalypse is indebted to the Old Testament

for its phrases and figures.
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like them, he traces such events to the will of God, who

grants the one and allows the other. For him, as for

them, the final issue of the conflict is never doubtful :

God and His righteousness will ultimately prevail,

through the advent of One of the race of David, who is

both a Redeemer and a Judge. He and they look for-

ward to the final consummation, when perfect justice will

be done to every one according to his works. He and

they confidently expect a catastrophic end of the pre-
sent order of things, together with the sudden setting

up of a kingdom of eternal bliss for the victors, and the

casting out of the vanquished into an abyss of endless

torment. He and they direct primarily their message of

comforting hope to their contemporaries, and leave it in

writing for the warning and the consolation of future

ages. To his eyes, as to theirs, this manifestation of

God's righteousness and glory is not far distant, for he

and they form a single procession of messengers sent to

prepare the way for the One whom they know is coming
after them.

As might well be expected, the language of the Apoc-

alypse also has light thrown upon it by that of the other

inspired works of the New Testament. The author of

this last book of the Bible is a Christian writer who natur-

ally uses the terms and expressions which he employs,
in the same sense as they possess in the rest of the New
Testament literature. In view of this the interpreter of

the Apocalypse will realize the grammatical or doctrinal

import of numerous words and expressions found therein,

in proportion to his familiarity with the other New Testa-

ment writings where they appear oftener or in a clearer

context. In view of this, too, certain expressions or

images which might appear to him particularly strange or

obscure when he meets them in the Apocalypse—such,

for instance, as the first-born of the dead ; Jerusalem ;
the

Lamb; the Spouse; the 'reign' of Christ before the

restoration of all things ; the Apocalyptic
'

thousand

years
*

of that reign, etc.—lose all or at least much of

their strangeness or of their obscurity, when they are read
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in the light of their parallels in the other writings of

the New Testament.

With regard to the contents of the Apocalypse, they,

too, gain in clearness from a comparison between them
and those of the other books of the New Testament. The
obvious reason for this lies in the fact that the same

general standpoint and the same leading ideas are com-

mon to the
'

Revelation
' and to those other inspired writ-

ings. Both the one and the other—differing in this from
the prophecies of the Old Law—clearly distinguish two

manifestations of Jesus, God's Messianic King, one of

which has already taken place and the other is yet to

occur. Both the one and the other contemplate one and

the same conflict between God's kingdom and Satan and

his abettors in the world ; and they both view it in ex-

actly the same manner. At His first coming, Christ, the

Lamb of God, has vanquished the Evil One by His life,

teachings, and death. This, however, is but the beginning
of the last phase in the deadly conflict. The worship of

the living God is accepted by men of all nations, now
received into the kingdom of God and His Christ, and

is fought against by the world's powers, in the service of

Satan their chief. Trials and death itself await the faith-

ful servants of the Almighty, and it behoves them to stand

firm and patient unto the end. Christ now reigns at the

right hand of the Father, and He helps His Bride, the

Church militant, in the midst of the persecutions and

the allurements of the world. The cause of that Church

is the cause of God and of His Christ, and it must ulti-

mately prevail. The Lamb, the Conqueror of the world,

is coming again to secure the final victory and to judge all

men. In the hour of final triumph, heaven, formerly dis-

turbed by the rebellion of Satan and his angels, and

the earth, ever seduced by the devil's lying claims to

divine honours, will give place to a new heaven and a

new earth. Through the general judgment God's right-

eous rule over the world will be vindicated, and all the

opponents of His glory and of that of His Christ will be

punished for ever, while His valiant and persevering ser-
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vants will enjoy His eternal bliss in the holy Jerusalem,
the city of His glory.

Such are the great issues that we see worked out in

the Apocalypse. No doubt there is a historical back-

ground to the picture. The beast from the sea (Chap.

xiii) recalls the Roman emperors; and Babylon the

Great, the woman who sitteth upon the seven mountains

(Chap, xvii), is modelled after imperial Rome. These

historical allusions will be pointed out when needful. ^

But the Seer looks far beyond Rome and her god-

emperors : they are but the transient embodiment of

other-world forces, and the true combat which he beholds

does not belong to the world of sense. Nor can it be

narrowed down to a particular time.
' Rome

',
as Dr.

Swete well says,
'

does not, of course, exhaust St. John's

conception of Babylon
'

{^Apocalypse, p. 223). Many
another state, blinded by pride and luxury, is to hurl it-

self upon the Church, but to its own undoing. The pro-

phecy is concerned with
'

many peoples and nations and

tongues and kings' (x. 11)
—symbolized by ten horns

(xvii. 12)
—even until the

'

thousand years
'

be fulfilled

(Chap, xx) ; which, however, before the Lord are as

but a single day (II Pet. iii. 8: Psalm xc. 4).

Thus viewed, the contents of the Apocalypse fit ad-

mirably the scheme of divine revelation, from the para-

dise in Eden to the paradise of God in the holy City, from

the fall of man, and of all creation with -him, to their

perfect restoration in and through Christ. These same

contents of the
'

Revelation
'

appear in this way to be

what they profess to be, a
'

prophecy ', pointing out

the finger of God in the events of the world, giving the

key to the ceaseless struggles of the kingdom of God on

earth, and foretelling its ultimate extension and glory.

» They are set forth at length in the Catholic Encyclopaedia, art.

Apocalypse. Much useful matter will also be found in Col. Ratton's

commentary {The Apocalypse of St. John, Washbourne, 1912: Part V.

The Roman Theme). Such allusions for the most part occur in Chap,

xvii, where the notes further illustrate the line of interpretation

indicated above.
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They recalled to the fainting Christians of the first cen-

tury the teachings of Christ's eschatological discourses,

and those enforced afterwards by St. Paul and his fel-

low-apostles. They were calculated to strengthen their

courage in the midst of present dangers, by the thought
that the cause of God and His Christ, for which many
had already suffered martyrdom, would carry the day,
and that they themselves would share in the triumph.
And up to the end of time the inspired contents of the

Apocalypse will convey to the children of God and of His

Church the light, the encouragement and the warning
which they need no less than those who have gone before

them.

6. The Seven Churches (Apoc. ii.—iii).

A few words may here be added,^ as to the seven

churches to which the narrative of the visions was to be

taken, with some indications of the peculiar appropriate-
ness of the message delivered to each. The further

history of some of them, and of the Christianity of the

province of Asia, can to some extent be traced in the

letters of St. Ignatius of Antioch, who was martyred
under Trajan (98— 117 A.D.).

Of Ephesus and the beginnings of the Ephesian
church something has been said in the Introduction to

St. Paul's Ephesian epistle. From Ephesus the bearer

was to travel northward to Smyrna, a distance of about

35 miles. Its ample harbour and favourable position

ensured its commercial prosperity, and it was renowned

for its beauty. It prided itself on its ancient loyalty to

Rome {cf. ii. 10). The strong hatred of the Jews for

Christianity is confirmed by the account of the martyr-
dom of St. Polycarp (155-6 A.D.).

After leaving Smyrna the road followed the coast till

it reached the river Caicus; the bearer would then turn

up its valley for Pergamum, a distance of about 60 miles.

Pergamum at this time appears to have been still the seat

I Based largely on Prof. Ramsay's valuable work, The Letters to the Seven

Churches.
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of proconsular government, though Ephesus was before

long to supplant it. It is there that the throne of Satan,

i.e., of the Roman emperor, is set up, exacting through
the proconsul the worship of himself, and enforcing it

with death {^cf. xiii. i i, note : also Ancient King-worship,

by C. Lattey, S.J., Catholic Truth Society: "Lectures

on the History of Religions ").

Rather over 50 miles by road S.E. of Pergamum lay

Thyatira, a thriving centre of trade, though not the equal

of Ephesus or Smyrna. Bronze work (ii. 18, 27) was

probably carried to a high pitch of perfection in the city.

In ii. 25—28 we may see an allusion to the character of

its original foundation ; in hellenistic times it was needed

as a garrison-town, though in a weak position. Here

again there was danger of idolatry and impurity {cf.

ii. 14, with note), reinforced by the prophesying of a
*

Jezebel ',
a forerunner of the later Montanist prophet-

esses {cf. Epiphanius, Haer. Ii. 33: I Cor. xiv. 34—35).

From Thyatira the bearer speeds to Sardis, a little

over 30 miles to the south. It was the ancient Lydian

capital, commanding the cities of the coast; but in the

security of the Roman peace its strong position was of

no service, and it lived largely on its ancient fame—it

had *

the name of being alive
',
but was much decayed.

So it was also with the Christianity of the town. There

may be a reference in iii. 4 to the woollen manufactures

and dyeing industry which it shared with Thyatira.
'

In

Scripture white apparel denotes festivity, victory, purity,

the heavenly state: all these associations meet here''

(Swete). Twice Sardis had been taken on the side

thought impregnable (^/. iii. 3).

Following the valley of the Cogamis, a tributary of

the Hermus, eastward for about 30 miles, the messenger
comes to Philadelphia, a city ever threatened with an
*

hour of trial
'

(iii. 10) from earthquakes, and therefore

not powerful (iii. 8). In A.D. 17 a severe shock, fol-

lowed by lesser ones, had caused the population to en-

camp outside the city (<;/. iii. 12), and in consequence
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of Tiberius' generous help at this crisis its name had
been changed to Neocaesarea in his honour (or in honour

of Germanicus, through whom the help was tendered),
but the name soon died out again. The judaisers were

strong in the city, but they were to be converted (iii. 9),

and for Christianity, as for commerce, Philadelphia was

to be
'

a great and effectual door
'

(I Cor. xvi. 9) to the

central plateau beyond (iii. 7'
—

8).

About 50 miles by road south-east from Philadelphia

lay Laodicea on the Lycus. It had probably been evangel-
ized by Epaphras, like Colossse (Col. i. 7: ii. i: iv.

12—13: see also Introd. to Col.); St. Paul, like St.

John, doubtless intended his message for the churches of

the Lycus valley in general. Laodicea was a wealthy and

self-satisfied town (iii. 17— 18), famous for its fine wool

of glossy black, for a special kind of cloak manufactured

there and called after the city (iii. 18), and for its medi-

cal school, with the
'

Phrygian powder
'

for the eyes pro-
duced therein (iii. 18). The hot springs of Hierapolis

discharged themselves in a lukewarm condition over the

cliff' right opposite to Laodicea: lukewarm Christianity

is as nauseous as lukewarm water (iii. 15
—

16).



THE APOCALYPSE OF ST. JOHN.

Prologue. (Chap. I. 1—8.)

The Revelation of Jesus Christ which i

Title God gave to him, that he 'might disclose

to his servants wha^ must speedily be-

fall. And he signified it by a message of his angel to

his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God 2

and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to what-

ever things he saw. Blessed is he that readeth and 3

they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep

the things written in it : for the time is near !

John to the seven Churches which are in 4

Greeting and Asia : sfracc and peace from him who is
Doxologry *^ ^

and who was and who cometh, and from

the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from 5

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To

him who loveth us and hath loosed us from our sins in

his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests to 6

God and his Father—to him be the glory and the

might for ever and ever : Amen !

I. 1. Dan. ii. 28, 29.

4. Exod. iii. 14. 'Asia', i.e., the Roman province of that name,
which included the western part of Asia Minor. * The seven spirits ',

either the 'seven angels' spoken of in Tob. xii. 15, or possibly the

Holy Spirit with his seven gifts : cf. v. 6, with note.

5. Psal. Ixxxix [Ixxxviii]. 28, 38.

6. Exod. xix. 6.
' Loosed '

(Xva-avri), a reading preferable to
* washed '

{KoixravTi).
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Behold, he cometh with the clouds, and
Announcement

of Christ's every eye shall see him, even they who

pierced him, and all the tribes of the

earth shall wail because of him. Yea, Amen !

'

I am
the Alpha and the Omega ', saith the Lord God,

' who
is and who was and who is to come, the almighty One.'

FIRST SEPTENARY.

Seven Letters to Churches in Asia, (cc I. 9—III. 22.)

A Preparatory Vision (c. I. 9-20).

9 I John, your brother and copartner in
The Prophet's . .

Vision and Jesus in the tribulation and in the king-
Commission , , . , . , .dom and m the patience, came to be in

the island which is called Patmos, for the sake of the

10 word of God and my witness to Jesus. I was [rapt]

in spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a

11 great voice as of a trumpet, saying: 'What thou be-

holdest, write in a book, and send to the seven

Churches, to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to Perga-

mum, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadel-

phia, and to Laodicea.'

12 And I turned to see what voice it was that spoke to

me
; and having turned, I beheld seven golden lamps,

13 and in the midst of the lamps, one like to a son of

man, clothed with a long robe and girt around at the

7. Dan. vii. 13: Zach. xii. 10—14: cf. John xix. 2)7 •

S. Exod. iii. 14. God Himself speaks: cf. xvi. 15, with note.

Alplia and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.

9.
' Patmos ', a small, bare volcanic island in the .^Egean Sea.

Its excellent harbour made it the last stopping -place on the way from

Rome to Ephesus, from which it is about 60 miles distant.

10.
' The Lord's day

'

: the first day of the week (Sunday), kept

by the Church as the weekly commemoration of Christ's resurrection.

13. Dan. vii. 13, etc.: 'one like to a son of man ', a designation
of Christ with a direct reference to his human form.
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breasts with a golden girdle. But his head and his 14

hair were white as white wool, as snow, and his eyes

were like a flame of fire; his feet were like bright 15

bronze, as when refined in a furnace, and his voice

was as the voice of many waters. In his right hand 16

he had seven stars, and out of his mouth issued a sharp

two-edged sword, and his countenance was as the sun

shining in its power.

And when I beheld him, 1 fell at his feet as dead; 17

and he laid his right hand upon me, saying,
'

Fear

not! I am the first and the last, and he who liveth; 18

I died, and behold, I am living for ever and ever;

and I have the keys of Death and Hell. Write there- 19

fore the things which thou hast seen, and the things

which are, and the things which are to befall after

these, the mystery of the seven stars which thou saw- 20

"est upon my right hand, and the seven golden lamps:
the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches,

and the seven lamps are the seven churches.'

To the angel of the church in Ephesus
I. To the Church wj-itg •

of Ephesus

Thus saith he who holdeth the seven

stars in his right hand, he who walketh in the midst

of the seven golden lamps.
1 know thy works, and thy labour and thy patience,

14. Dan. vii. 9 : x. 6.

15. Ezech. xliii. 2.

17
— 18. Isai. xliv. 6. 'The keys ': the symbol of Christ's absolute

power over 'death and hell': cf. Matt. xvi. 19. For 'Hell', cf. vi.

8, note.

19. Dan. ii. 29.

20. 'The angels of the seven Churches'; the term is commonly
understood of the spiritual heads or bishops of the Churches which

they guide and represent, and for whose welfare they are answerable

{cf. Malach. ii. 7 : I Cor. xi. 10, with note).
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and that thou canst not bear evil men^ and thou didst

try those who call themselves apostles and are not,

3 and didst find them liars. And thou hast patience, and

thou didst bear for my name and hast not grown

weary.

4 But I have against thee that thou hast left thy first

5 love. Remember therefore whence thou hast fallen,

and repent and do the former works : but if not, I will

come to thee, and I will move thy lamp out of its

6 place, unless thou repent. Howbeit, this thou hast,

that thou hatest the works of the Nicolaites, which I

also hate.

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit

saith to the churches !

To him that conquereth, I will give to eat of the

tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.

And to the angel of the Church in
irch

of Smyrna
II. To the Church

3^y^^^^^.^^.
Thus saith the first and the last, who-

died and came to life.

I know thine affliction and thy poverty
—but thou

art rich—and the slander uttered by those that say

that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of

Satan.

Fear not the things which thou art about to suffer.

Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into

prison that ye may be tried, and ye shall have tribu-

II. 2. For false apostles : cf. I John ii. 18 : II Tim. ii. 16— 18,

etc.

6. Several Fathers have connected those heretics with Nicolaus,
one of the first seven deacons

;
but possibly St, John uses the term

'

Nicolaite
'

as a Greek word representing the Hebrew ' Balaam '

:

cf. ii. 14— 15, with note.

7. Gen. ii. 9.

8. Isai. xliv. 6.
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lation ten days. Be faithful unto death, and I will

give thee the crown of life.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit n

saith to the churches I

He that conquereth shall not be harmed by the

second death.

And to the angel of the Church in Per- 12

III To the Church gamum write:
of Pergramum ^

Thus saith he who hath the sharp two-

edged sword:

I know where thou dwellest—where the throne of 13

Satan is—and thou boldest fast my name, and didst

not deny my faith, even in the days of Antipas, my
witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you,

where Satan dwelleth.

But I have against thee a few things: thou hast 14

some there holding fast the doctrine of Balaam, who

taught Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the

children of Israel, the eating of idol-offerings and the

committing of impurity. Even so, thou too hast some 15

people holding fast the doctrine of the Nicolaites in

the same way. Repent therefore! But if not, I will 16

come to thee quickly, and I will war against them with

the sword of my mouth.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 17

saith to the churches !

10. Dan. i. 12, 14. 'Ten days', not literally; the persecution

would be short and sharp.
11. 'The second death', a Jewish phrase for the final condem-

nation of sinners: cf. xx. 6, 14: xxi. 8.

14—15. The Nicolaites (found also at Ephesus, cf.n.6) appear to

have transgressed, not by judaising, but by concessions to paganism, in-

evitably tending to idolatry and impurity. The double tendency is

illustrated in Num. xxxi. 16: xxv. 1—2, both here cited (cf. Jude 11),

and in I Cor. vi. 12—20: x. 14—22, etc.
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To him that conquereth, I will give of the hidden

manna, and I will give a white stone, and upon the

stone a new name written, which no one knoweth, ex-

cept him that receiveth it.

18 And to the angel of the Church in Thya-
IV. To the Church ^^^^ write *

of Thyatira

Thus saith the Son of God, he who hath

eyes as a flame of fire, and whose feet are like bright

bronze.

19 I know thy works, thy charity, thy faith, thy ser-

vice, thy patience, and thy last works, more numerous

than the first.

20 But I have this against thee, that thou dost tolerate

the woman Jezebel, who, calling herself a prophetess,

teacheth and leadeth astray my servants, to commit

21 impurity and to eat idol-offerings. And I gave her

time that she should repent, and she willeth not to

22 repent of her impurity. Behold, I cast her upon
a bed, and the companions of her adultery into great

23 tribulation, unless they shall repent of her works
;
and

her children I will strike with death. And all the

churches shall know that I am he who searcheth reins

and hearts
;
and I will give to each of you according

to your works.

24 But to you I say, to the rest in Thyatira—whosoever

do not hold this doctrine, such as have not (in their

phrase)
' known the deep things of Satan

'— I cast not

17. Ps. Ixxviii [Ixxvii]. 24: Isai. Ixii. 2. Possibly some use of
'

a white stone
'

or pebble familiar to St. John's readers is referred to,

but the precise reference is now obscure.

18. Dan. X. 6.

22.
•

upon a bed ', probably of sickness (MofTatt, Expos. Gr. Test.).

23. Jerem. xvii. 10: cf. xx. 12— 13, note.

24. These perverted men called their tenets
'

the deep things of

God' fcf. I Cor. ii, 10); but they were really 'the deep things of

Satan '.
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upon you any other burden. Only hold fast what you 25

have, until I come.

As for him that conquereth and that keepeth my 26

works till the end, I will give him power over the

nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as 27

when earthen 'vessels are broken in pieces, even as 28

I myself have received from my Father; and I will

give him the star of the morning.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 29

saith to the churches I

III.

And to the angel of the Church in Sardis i

"^oVs'L^"- write:

Thus saith he who hath the seven spirits

of God, and the seven stars.

I know thy works: thou hast the name of being

alive, and thou art dead. Be watchful and strengthen 2

what still abideth, yet is about to die
;
for 1 have not

found thy works complete before my God. Remember 3

therefore what 'thou hast received and heard, and keep

it, and repent. If, therefore, thou do not watch, I

will come as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what

hour I will come upon thee.

Howbeit, thou hast a few names in Sardis that have 4

not defiled their garments, and they will walk with me
in white, for they are worthy.

He that conquereth shall be clad thus in white gar- 5

ments
;
and I will not efface his name from the book

of life, and I will confess his name before my Father

and before his holy angels.

26, 27. Psalm ii. 8, 9.

28.
•

the star of the morning ', probably Christ Himself : cf. xxii. 16.

III. 5. Exod. xxxii. 32, 2>3  Psalm Ixix [Ixviii]. 28.
*
I will confess

his name': cf. Matt. x. 32: Mark viii. 38: Luke xii. 8.
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6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit

saith to the churches !

And to the angel of the Church in Phila-

^Mu-f^^^u'^'^delphia write:
of Philadelphia ^

Thus saith the holy one, the true one, he

who hath the key of David, he who openeth and no

one shall shut, and shutteth and no one openeth.
L know thy works—behold, 1 have set before thee a

door opened, which no one is able to shut—that thou

hast but little power, and yet hast kept my word and

hast not denied my name.

Behold, I give thee some of the synagogue of

Satan, that say that they are Jews and are not, but

do lie—behold, I will make them to come and to

prostrate themselves before thy feet, and to know that

I have loved thee. Because thou hast kept fast the

lesson of my patience, I also will keep thee from

the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the

whole world, to try those that dwell upon the earth.

I am coming quickly; hold fast what thou hast, in

order that no one seize thy crown.

He that conquereth, I will make him a pillar in the

sanctuary of my God, and never more shall he go out

of it
;
and I will write upon him the name of my God

and the name of the city of my God,—the new Jerusa-

lem, which Cometh down out of heaven from my God,
•—and my new name.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit

saith to the churches I

7, Isai. xxii. 22.

9. Isai. xlv. 14.

12. Ezech. xlviii. 35 : Isai. Ixii. 2.
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And to the angel of the Church in Lao- 14

VII. To the Church dicea write :

of Laodicea

Thus saith the Amen, the faithful and

true witness, the beginning of the creation of God.

I know thy works: thou art neither cold nor hot. 15

Would that thou hadst been cold or hot ! As it is, be- 16

cause thou art lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I

am about to vomit thee out of my mouth.

Thou sayest,
'

I am rich, and have grown wealthy, 17

and have need of nothing ',
and knowest not that thou

art the wretched and pitiable and poor and blind and

naked one. Therefore I counsel thee to buy of me 18

refined gold out of the fire, that thou mayest be made
rich

;
and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed

withal, and that the shame of thy nakedness be not

made manifest; ,and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes,

that thou mayest see. Whomso I love, I rebuke and 19

chastise; be earnest therefore, and repent.

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any 20

man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to

him, and I will sup with him, and he with me.

As for him that conquereth, I will give him to sit 21

with me upon my throne, as I myself conquered, and

sat down with my Father on his throne.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 22

saith to the churches !

14. Psalm Ixxxix [Ixxxviii]. ^7: Prov. viii. 22. 'Amen', i.e.,

truth. Jesus is the
'

yea 'of God's word {cf. II Cor, i. 19—20).
' The

beginning of the creation ', for
'

all things were made through him,

and without him nothing was made '

(John i. 3). Even in His human

nature, Christ is
'

the beginning of the creation ', because He is the

primary object of the divine counsels.

17. Osee xii. 8.

19. Prov. iii. 12 : cf. Heb. xii. 6.
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SECOND SEPTENARY.

The Seven Seals, (cc. IV.—VIII. i.)

I. A Preparatory Vision, (cc. IV.—V.)

1 After these things, I beheld and lo ! a
The Court of c^Qor set Open in heaven, and the former

voice which I had heard, as of a trumpet

speaking to me, said :

' Come up hither, and I will

show thee the things which must befall hereafter.'

2 Immediately, I ,was [rapt] in spirit; and behold, a

throne stood in heaven, and upon the throne one

3 seated. And he that sat was in appearance like to

a jasper and a cornelian; and the throne was encir-

cled by a rainbow, in appearance like to an emerald.

4 Round about the throne were twenty-four thrones,

and upon these thrones twenty-four elders were sit-

ting, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns

5 on their heads. Out of the throne go forth light-

nings and voices and thunder-peals, and seven lighted

lamps burn before the throne; which are the seven

6 spirits of God. In front of the throne there is as it were

a sea of glass, like unto crystal. Within the space

before the throne and round the throne are four liv-

IV. I. Exod. xix. i6, 24: Dan. ii. 29. 'which I had heard',

i.e., in i. 10.

2. Isai. vi. I : Psalm xlviii (xlviii). 8. The reference recurs

frequently.

3. Ezech. i. 26—28. There is some uncertainty as to what stones

are meant, here and elsewhierie in the book. It seems better to use

the word '

jasper ', since it is the same word as the Greek word here

used.: the modern 'jasper', however, is opaque, whereas in xxi. ir

it is called
'

crystal clear
'

(but cf. xxi. 18).

4. The twenty-four elders (Vulg. seniores) are perhaps the leading

representatives of the Church in glory {cf. Isai. xxiv. 23).

5. Ezech. i. 13: Exod. xix. 16: xxv. 37: Zach. iv. 2.

6. Ezech. i. 5, 18, 22: Isai. vi. i. 'The four living beings'

symbolize all animal life by mea!ns of its principal forms, those of a

man, of a lion, of a calf, and of an eagle: cf. vi. i, with note.
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ing beings, full of eyes in front and behind. The first 7

living being is like a lion; the second, like a calf;

the third hath a face like that of a man; and the

fourth is like an eagle flying. The four living beings 8

have each of them six wings ; they are full of eyes

all round and within; and they cease not day and

night to say:
'

Holy, holy, holy the Lord God almighty, who
was and who is and who is to come.'

And as often as these living beings shall give glory 9

and honour and thanks to him who sitteth upon the

throne, to him who liveth for ever and ever, the 10

twenty-four elders shall fall down before him who

sitteth upon the throne, and shall adore him who liv-

eth for ever and ever, and they shall cast down their

crowns before the throne, saying:
'

Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to 1 1

receive glory and honour and power, for thou

didst create all things, and because of thy will they

were and they were created.'
V.

And I beheld on the right hand of him i

^^
Book^^'^

who sitteth upon the throne a scroll with

writing both upon the face and on the

back, and sealed down with seven seals. And I saw 2

a strong angel proclaiming with a mighty voice :

7. Ezech. i. lo : x. 14.

8. Isai. vi. 2, 3: Ezech. i. 18: x. 12: Amos iv. 13 (LXX) : Exod.

iii. 14.

9— 10. Dan. iv. 34: vi. 26: xii. 7.

V. I. Isai. xxix. 11 : Ezech. ii. 9—10. The ancient form of a book

was the volume or roll wound around a stick {cf. Isai. xxxiv. 4 : Apoc.
vi. 14), to which the last sheet of papyrus or of parchment was at-

tached. The roll referred to here was written not only, as commonly,
on the inner, but also on the outer side, so that there was no room for

addition to God's purposes therein contained. These full contents of

God's purposes for the future were 'sealed down with seven seals',

i.e., completely hidden from the knowledge of angels and men. Only

through the Lamb could they be revealed.
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' Who is worthy to open the scroll and to break

the seals?'

3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth

4 was able to open the scroll or to behold it. And I

wept much, because no one was found worthy to open
5 the volume or to behold it. Then saith one of the

elders to me,
'

Weep not
; behold, the lion who is from the

tribe of Judah, the root of David, hath conquered,
so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.'

The Three
Songs of Praise

And within the space between the throne

and the four living beings, and in the

midst of the elders, I saw a Lamb stand-

ing, as it were sacrificed; he had seven horns and'

seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God, sent

forth unto all the earth. He came and took the

volume out of the right hand of him who sitteth upon
the throne. And when he had taken the volume,
the four living beings and the twenty-four elders fell

down before the Lamb, each holding a harp and gol-

den vials full of incense, which are the prayers of the

saints. And they sing a new canticle, saying:
'

Worthy art thou to take the volume and to open
its seals, for thou wast sacrificed, and didst redeem

to God through thy blood men from every tribe and

3.
' To behold it *, i.e., to see that which was contained in it.

5. Gen. xlix. 9 : Isai. xi. i, 10.
' The root of David '

i.e., the

stem or the
' Branch '

coming from the root {cf. Apoc. xxii. 16).

6. Isai. liii. 7 : cf. John i. 29, 36 : I Cor. v. 7 : I Peter i. ig. The
Lamb had '

seven horns
'

as a symbol of His strength ;

' seven eyes
'

as a symbol of His omniscience. In Zach. iv. 10, however, whence
this detail of the eyes is derived, the eyes may represent angelic beings

{cf, van Hoonacker, Les Douze Petits Prophetes, ad loc).
8. Psal. cxli [cxl]. 2.

9. Psal. cxliv [cxliii]. 9: Dan. iii. 4.
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tongue and people and nation, and hast made them 10

a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall

reign upon the earth !

'

Then I beheld, and 1 heard around the throne and n

the living beings and the elders the voice of many

angels, and their number was myriads of myriads and

thousands of thousands, and they said with a loud 12

voice :

'

Worthy is the Lamb who was sacrificed to re-

ceive power and riches and wisdom and might and

honour and glory and blessing !

'

And every creature which is in heaven and on earth 13

and under the earth and in the sea, and all things in

them, I heard saying:
' To him who sitteth upon the throne and to the

Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might
for ever and ever !

'

And the four living beings said,
'

Amen,' and the 14

elders fell down and worshipped.

II. The Opening of the first Six Seals. (Chap. VI.)

And I beheld when the Lamb opened one i

Horses and ^f ^]^q scvcn scals, and I heard one of the
Riders ...

four living beings say, as with a voice

of thunder,
' Come !

' And I saw, and behold, a white 2

10. Exiod. xix. 6.

11. Dan. vii. lo.

VI. I.
' Come 1' This appears to refer, as elsewhere in the Apoca-

lypse (e.g., i. 4, 8 : xxii), to the Second Corning, awaited eagerly by
all creation (cf. Rom. viii. 19), represented in its higher forms by the

four living beings (cf. iv. 6, note).

2—5, Zach. i. 8: vi. 2—6. The horseman with the bow, which

would naturally suggest a Parthian foray (cf. xvi. 12—16), may

signify the ravage of civilization from without, and the next rider,

with the Roman sword, w\ir within. The next two are Famine and

Death.
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horse^ and he that sat thereon had a bow, and there was

given him a crown, and he went forth conquering and

to conquer.

3 And when he opened the second seal, I heard the

4 second living being say,
' Come !

' And there went

forth a second, a red horse, and to him that sat

thereon it was given to take peace from off the earth,

and to cause men to slay one another, and there was

given to him a great sword.

5 And iwhen he opened the third seal, I heard the

third living being say,
' Come !

' And I saw, and be-

hold, a black horse, and he that sat thereon had a bal-

6 ance in his hand. And I heard as it were a voice in

the midst of the four living beings say :

' A quart of

wheat for a shilling, and three quarts of barley for a

shilling ;
but harm not the oil and the wine !

'

7 And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the

s voice of the fourth living being say,
' Come !

' And
I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and he who sat there-

on—his name was ' Death
',
and Hell followed with

him, and there was given them power over the fourth

part of the earth, to kill with the sword and with

famine and with plague, and by the wild beasts of the

earth.

6.
' Some such rendering as

" A shilling for a penny loaf, and a

shilling for three dough cakes
" would bring home to the English'

reader the famine prices which are here intended
'

{New Testament in

Modern Speech, by Weymouth, ed. Hampden -Cook). The significance

of the sparing of the oil and the wine is not clear—perhaps it is only to

bring out by contrast the need of the real necessaries. For the his-

torical allusion cf. Introd. p. xiv.

8. Ezech. xiv. 21 etc.
'

Hell ', lit.
' Hades ', a Greek term corres-

ponding to the Hebrew '

Sheol ', a vague and general name for the

abode of the dead, not of itself implying punishment. We have a sur-

vival of this Old Testament usage in the article of the Creed,
' He des-

cended into Hell '.
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And when he opened the fifth seal, I 9

The Souls of beheld under the altar the souls of those
the Slain

who had been slain for the word of God,
and for the witness they bore. And they cried with 10

a loud voice, saying: 'How long, O Sovereign Lord,

holy and true, dost thou delay to judge and avenge
our blood upon them that dwell upon the earth?'

Then there was given to each of them a white robe, n

and they were told that they should rest yet a little

while, until the number should be complete of their

fellow-servants and their brethren, who are about to

be killed even as they.

And I beheld when he opened the sixth 12

Signs in Heaven scal, and there was a great earthquake

and the sun became black as haircloth, 13

and the full moon became as blood, and the stars of

heaven fell to earth, as casteth the fig-tree her winter

fruit when shaken by a strong wind; and the heaven 14

passed away like a scroll that is rolled up, and all

mountains and islands were removed from their

places. And the kings of the earth, and the great 15

men, and the generals, and the rich, and the strong,

and every man, slave and free, hid themselves in the 16

caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and they say

to the mountains and to the rocks :

'

Fall upon us, and

hide us from the face of him who sitteth upon the 17

throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great

day of their wrath hath come, and who can stand?'

10. Zach. i. 12: Deut. xxxii. 43 : II [IV] Kings ix. 7.

12. Joel ii. 31 : cf. Mt. xxiv. 29. 'as hair -cloth *, i.e., from the

hair of the black goat.

13, 14. Isai. xxxiv. 4.

15. Isai. xxiv. 2i, etc.

16. Osee X. 8 : cf. Luke xxiii. 30.

17. Joel ii. II, etc.
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III. An Intermediary Vision, and the opening of the

Seventh Seal. (cc. VII.—VIII. i.)

1 After this, I beheld four angels standingThe Sealing of

the Elect : at the four corners of the earth, holding
fast the four winds of the earth, in order

that no wind should blow on earth or sea, or against

2 any tree. And I saw another angel coming up from

the rising of the sun, holding the seal of the living
•

God, and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels

5 to whom it was given to harm earth and sea, saying,
' Harm not earth or sea or the trees, until we shall

have sealed the servants of our God on their fore-

4 heads.' And I heard the number of those that were

sealed, a hundred and forty-four thousand sealed out

of every tribe of the sons of Israel:

5 of the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand sealed
;

of the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand
;

of the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand
;

6 of the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand
;

of the tribe of Naphtali, twelve thousand
;

of the tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand
;

7 of the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand;

of the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand
;

of the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand
;

8 of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve thousand
;

of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand
;

of the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand sealed.

9 After these things, I beheld, and lo ! a great multi-

tude which no man could number, from every nation,

and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing be-

VII. I. Ezech. vii. 2: xxxvii. 9: cf. Matt. xxiv. 31.

3. Ezech. ix. 4.

4. The number 144,000 is manifestly symbolical, to denote a large
and well-ordered multitude {cf. xiv. i, with note), but a far larger
multitude follows. The two covenants may be denoted.
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fore the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white

robes, and with palms in their hands. And they cry 10

with a loud voice, saying :

'

Salvation belongeth to our God who sitteth

upon the throne, and to the Lamb !

'

And all the angels stood round the throne and round u

the elders and the four living beings; and they fell

before the throne on their faces and worshipped God,

saying: 12

' Amen ! Blessing and glory and wisdom and

thanksgiving and honour and power and might be

to our God for ever and ever. Amen! '

Then one of the elders addressed me, 13

the Vision : Saying,
'

Thcsc that are clothed in white
the seventh Seal

^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ whcUCC haVC

they come?' I said to him,
'

My lord, thou knowest.' 14

And he said to me,
'

These are they that have come

out of the great tribulation
; they have washed their

robes and have made them white in the blood of the

Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, 15

and minister to him day and night in his sanctuary,

and he who sitteth upon the throne shall come and

dwell with them. They shall hunger no more, nor 16

any more thirst; the sun shall not oppress them, nor

any heat; for the Lamb who standeth in the space be- 17

fore the throne shall be their shepherd, and shall

guide them to the fountains of the waters of life, and

God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.' yjjj^

And when the Lamb opened the seventh seal, si- i

lence reigned in heaven for about half an hour.

14. Dan. xii. i : Gen. xlix. 1 1.

16. Isai. xlix. 10.

17. Ezech. xxxiv. 23: Jerem. ii. 13: Isai. xxv. 8.
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THIRD SEPTENARY.

The Seven Trumpets, (cc. VI 1 1. 2 -XL)
I. The First Six Trumpets, (cc. VIII. 2— IX.)

Then I beheld the seven angels that
^

''vfston'"''^
stand before God, and they were given
seven trumpets. And another angel

came and stood at the altar with a golden censer in his

hand, and he was given much incense to mingle with

the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar

which is before the throne. And the smoke of the

incense went up with the prayers of the saints from the

angel's hand before God. Then the angel took the

censer, and filled it with the fire of the altar, and cast

it towards the earth; and there followed thunder-

peals and voices and lightnings and an earthquake.
And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets

prepared themselves to sound them.

And the first angel sounded the trumpet^

Four^Tmmpets ^^^ there followed hail and fire mixed

with blood, which fell upon the earth;

and the third part of the earth was burnt up, and the

third part of the trees was burnt up, and all green

grass was burnt up.

And the second angel sounded the trumpet, and

VIII. 2. For the use of trumpets in Holy Writ to announce God's

intervention in the greatest events of the worlds see Exod. xix. 16, 19,:

Matt. xxiv. 31 : I Cor. xv. 52, etc.

3. Amos ix. I. The Altar of Incense was overlaid with gold, and

placed before the veil of the Holy of Holies {cf. Exod. xxx : I (HI)

Kings vi. 20, etc.). The prayers of the saints appear to be conceived

as the hot coals upon which the incense is laid; whereas in v.. 8 they
are rather the incense itself.

3—4. Psal. cxli (cxl). 2.

5. Levit. xvi. 12 : Exod. xix. 16.

7. Exod. xix. 24: Joel ii. 30.

8. Jerem. li. 25 : Exod. vii. zo..
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as it were a great mountain, burning with fire, was cast

into the sea; ,and the third part of the sea became

blood, and the third part of the creatures in the sea 9

which have life died, and the third part of the ships

was destroyed.

And the third angel sounded the trumpet, and there 10

fell from heaven a great star burning like a torch,

and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon
the fountains of waters. The name of the star is n
' Wormwood '

;
and the third part of the waters be-

came wormwood, and many of the men died of the

waters, because they had become bitter.

And the fourth angel sounded the trumpet, and 12

the third part of the sun, of the moon and of the

stars was smitten, so as to darken the third part of

them, and prevent a third of the day from shining,

and of the night likewise.

Then I beheld, and I heard an angel flying in mid- 13

heaven, saying with a loud voice :

'

Woe, Woe, Woe
to them that dwell upon the earth, at the sounding

of the other trumpets which the three angels are about

to sound.'

And the fifth an2:el sounded the trum-
The Fifth

°
. 1 1 1 r n

Trumpet: pct, and I saw a star which had fallen

from heaven to the earth, and there was

given to the angel the key of the bottomless pit. And

he opened the bottomless pit, and there went up from

the pit a smoke like that of a great furnace
;
and the

sun was darkened, and the air, by reason of the smoke

of the pit. And out of the smoke locusts went forth

10. Isai. xiv. 12.

12. Cf. the plague of darkness in Egypt: Exod. x. 21—23.

IX. 2. Gen. xix. 28 : Exod. xix. 18 : Joel ii. 10.

3^4. Exod. X. 12, 15.

IX.

I
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upon the earth, and there was given them a power
4 like that of the scorpions of the earth

;
and they were

told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green

thing or any tree, but only such men as have not the

5 seal of God upon their foreheads. And it was given

them, not to kill, but to torture them during five

months
;
and their torment was like the torment of the

6 scorpion, when it striketh man. And in those days,

men shall seek death, and they shall not find it, and

they shall long to die, and death fleeth from them.

7 And these locusts were like unto horses arrayed

for battle; on their heads appeared crowns like

8 gold; their faces were like those of men; they had

hair as the hair of women
;
and their teeth were like

9 those of lions. They had breastplates like unto iron

breastplates, and the noise of their wings was like

that of many horse-chariots rushing to battle. And
10 they have tails like those of scorpions, and stings, and

in their tails lies their power of harming men dur-

11 ing the five months. They have as king over them

the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew

is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.

12 The first Woe hath passed; behold, hereafter two

Woes are still to come.

13 And the sixth angel sounded his trum-

Trumpet: pct, and I heard a single voice from the
The Second Woe.

^^^^ homs of the goMen altar which is

14 before God; and it said to the sixth angel who had

4. Ezech. ix. 4.

6. Job iii. 21 .

8. Joel i. 6.

7, 9. Joel ii. 4, 5.

II.
'

Abaddpn ', i.e., 'destruction' (c/. Job xxvi. 6, etc.), here

personified as in the Talmud ;
hence the Greek 'Apollyon '=' destroyer'.

14. Gen. XV. 18: Deut. i. T : Jos. i. 4.
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the trumpet :

'

Loose the four angels who are bound

on the great river Euphrates.' Then were loosed the 15

four angels who had been held ready for the hour and

day and month and year, in order that they should

kill the third part of men. And the number of the 16

troops of the cavalry was twenty thousand times ten

thousand; I heard the number thereof. And this 17

is the manner after which the horses and they that

sat on them appeared in my vision : they wore breast-

plates the colour of fire, and of hyacinth and of sul-

phur; and the heads of the horses were as heads of

lions, and out of their mouths issue fire and smoke

and sulphur.

By these three plagues were killed the third part 18

of men, by the fire, by the smoke, and by the sulphur

issuing from their mouths. For the power of the 19

horses is in their mouth and in their tails; for their

tails are like serpents, with heads, and by means of

them they do harm.

And the other men, who were not killed by these 20

plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands,

and cease adoring the devils and the idols of gold and

silver and bronze and stone and wood, which can

neither see nor hear nor walk
;
and they did not repent 21

of their murders, nor of their enchantments, nor of

their impurity nor of their thefts.

II. An Intermediary Vision and the Seventh Trumpet.
(cc. X.-XI.) ^

Then I beheld another strong angel i

aId\it"oath coming down from heaven, wrapt in a

cloud, and the rainbow over his head
;

his face was as the sun, and his feet were as columns

20. Dan. V. 4, 23, etc.

X. I. 'another strong angel': cf. v. 2.
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2 of fire. In his hand, he had a little volume open;
and he placed his right foot on the sea, and his left

3 on the earth, and cried with a loud voice, as a lion

4 roareth; and when he cried, the seven thunders ut-

tered their voices. And when the seven thunders had

uttered their voices, I was about to write, when I

heard a voice from heaven, saying,
'

Seal up the

things which the thunders spoke, and write them

not.'

5 Then the angel whom 1 beheld standing upon the

sea and upon the earth, lifted up his right hand unto

6 heaven and swore by him who liveth for ever and

ever, who created the heaven and all therein, and the

earth and all therein, and the sea and all therein, that

7 there should be no more delay, but that in the days of

the trumpet-peal of the seventh angel the mystery
of God would be consummated, as he announced to

his servants, the prophets.

And the voice which I had heard from
e

Volume
The Little

hcaven, again spoke to me and said,
'

Go,

take the little volume which is open in

the hand of the angel who standeth upon the sea and

upon the earth.' So I went to the angel, and told

him to give me the little volume. And he saith to,

me,
* Take and eat it up ;

it will be bitter to thy

stomach, but in thy mouth it will be sweet as

honey.' And I took the little volume out of the

hand of the angel and ate it up, and it was sweet as

4. Dan. viii. 26 : xii. 4.

5
—6. Dan. xii. 7, etc.

7. Amos iii. 7 : Dan. ix. 6—10.
8. 'which I had heard': cf. x. 4.

9— 10. Ezech. iii. i—3. The sweetness of receiving a direct com-
mission from heaven is succeeded by the realization of the bitterness

of its contents : cf. Ezech. ii. 10—iii. 3 : Isai. vi.
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honey in my mouth, and when I had eaten it up, it was

bitter to my stomach. And I was told,
' Thou must "

again prophesy touching many peoples and nations

and tongues and kings.'

XI.

Then I was given a reed like to a rod, i

of k^Tempi? and I was told,
'

Arise and measure the

sanctuary of God, and the altar, and

those that adore thereat. As for the court which is 2

without the sanctuary, omit it, measure it not, for it

hath been given to the nations, and they will trample

on the holy city during forty-two months. And I 3

will grant unto my two witnesses to prophesy, clothed

in sackcloth, during a thousand two hundred and sixty

days.'

These are the two olive trees and the two 4
The Two

Witnesses and lamps which Stand before the Lord of

the earth. And if any man is minded to 5

harm them, fire issueth from their mouth, and de-

voureth their enemies : if any man shall be minded

to harm them, thus is he destined to be slain. These 6

II. Jerem. i. lo : Dan. iii. 4: viii. 14.

XI. I. Ezech. xl. 3.

2. Dan. viii. 13, etc. The '

forty-two months '

(of 30 days each)
of final stress correspond to the 1,260 days of the prophesying of the

two witnesses (xi. 3), and to the 3 times (years) and a half of the abode

of the woman in the wilderness {cj. xii. 6, 14). They are again
mentioned in xiii. 5 : cf. Dan. vii. 25 : xii. 7.

3. What is said of these witnesses in xi. 5—6 recalls Moses and

Elias, whom St. John had seen at the transfiguration (Matt. xvii. 3);
but the fact that the witnesses have yet to die (xi. 7), and that they

appear to be put forward as well known characters points rather to a

ratification of a contemporary Jewish belief which made the witnesses

Elias and Enoch,
' men who have not tasted death from their birth

'

(IV Esdras vi. 26—a non -canonical book).

4. Zach. iv. 2—3, II— 14.

5. II (IV) Kings i. 10: Jerem. v. 14.

6. I (III) Kings xvii. i : Exod. vii. 17, 19: I Sam. (I Kings) iv. 8.
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have power to shut the heaven, in order that no rain

may fall during the days of their prophesying; and

they have power over the waters to turn them into

blood, and to smite the earth with every plague as

7 often as they will. And when they have corripJeted

their witness, the beast which cometh up from the

bottomless pit shall make war against them, and con-

8 quer and slay them ;
and their corpses [shall lie] in the

street of the great city, which spiritually is called

Sodo77i and Egypt ^
even where their Lord was cruci-

fied.

9 And men from the peoples and tribes and tongues

and nations see their corpses for three days and

a half, and do not allow them to be put into a tomb.

10 And the inhabitants pf the earth rejoice over them

and make merry and shall exchange presents, because

these two prophets tormented the inhabitants of the

11 earth. And after the three days and a half the spirit

of life from God entered into them, and they stood

upon their feet, and a great fear fell upon those that

12 beheld them. And they heard a loud voice from

heaven, saying to the twain,
' Come up hither !

' And

they went up to heaven in a cloud, in the sight of their

13 enemies. And at that very hour there befell a great

earthquake, and the tenth part of the city was over-

thrown, and seven thousand men were slain in the

7. Dan. vii. 3, 'J—'^, 21. No 'beast
'

( drj/iou )
has yet been men-

tioned, nor is there question of one till chap. xiii. This one may have

the same significance as the Beast of the Sea (xiii. i— 10), or may sym-
bolize more directly Antichrist.

8. Isai. i. 10. Jerusalem is indicated, as in xi. 2.

11. Ezech. xxxvii. 5, 10.

12. II (IV) Kings ii. 11.
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earthquake, and the rest were terrified, and gave glory

to the God of heaven.

The second Woe hath passed; behold, the third 14

Woe Cometh speedily.

And the seventh angel sounded the trum- i >

^Trumpe^ P^^, and there followed loud voices in

heaven, which said :

' The kingdom of the world hath come to our

Lord and to his Christ, and he shall reign for ever

and ever.'

And the twenty-four elders who sit upon their thrones 16

before God, fell upon their faces and adored God,

saying :

' We give thee thanks, O Lord God almighty. 17

who art, and who wast, that thou hast assumed thy

great power and entered upon thy reign. The is

nations were wroth, but thine own wrath came, and

the time to judge the dead, to give the reward to

thy servants—to the prophets, and to the saints, and

to those that fear thy name, the small and the great
—and to destroy the destroyers of the earth.'

And God's sanctuary in heaven was opened, and 19

the ark of his covenant was seen in his temple. And
there followed lightnings and voices and thunder-peals
and an earthquake and a great hail.

15. Abdias, verse 21 : D^in. vii. 14, etc.

17. Exod. iii. 14, etc.

18. Psal. ii. I, 5, etc.

19. Exod. xix. 16: ix. 24, etc.
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FOURTH SEPTENARY.

The Seven Sig-ns (cc. XII.—XV. 4.)

I. The Woman and the Dragon. (Chap. XII.)

And a great sign was seen in heaven: a
The Woman

and the Dragon woman clothed with the sun, the moon
under her feet, and upon her head a

crown of twelve stars. She is with child, and crieth

out in her travail, and is in anguish of delivery. And
another sign was seen in heaven—behold, a great red

dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon
his heads seven diadems

;
his tail draweth after it the

third part of the stars of heaven, and it cast them to

the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman
who was about to bring forth, in order that when she

should bring forth he might devour her child. And
she brought forth a male child, who is destined to rule

all the nations with a rod of iron
;
and her child was

caught up to God and to his throne. And the woman
fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place pre-

XII. I.
' This woman is not the Blessed Virgin, whom the details of

the prophecy do not fit (xii. 2, 5, 13
—

16) : she is not merely the

Christian community, which did not give birth to Christ (xii. 5):
rather she is the Jewish community which, having, through Mary,

given birth to Christ, has since Pentecost become the Christian com-

munity, and is continually giving birth to the faithful (xii. 17)
'

(Brassac, Manuel bibliqiie , vol. iv. p. 766). Nevertheless just as the

Church ' has been wont to use the very words, in which the divine

scriptures speak of the Uncreated Wisdom and His eternal origin, both

in ecclesiastical offices and in the sacred liturgy, and to transfer them

to the birth of the Virgin
'

(Pius IX, in the bull defining the Im-

maculate Conception), so it has made, both in the liturgy and popular

devotion, a similar application of these words of the Apocalypse to the

Blessed Virgin.

2. Isai. Ixvi. 6—7.

3. Dan. vii. 7.

4. Dan. viii. 10.

5.. Isai. Ixvi. 7 : Psal. ii. 8—9.
6. The flight is not immediate, either here or in xii. 14, but be-

longs to the last persecutions : cf. xi. 2, note. The Woman has pre-

viously borne other children (xii. 17), who are exposed to persecution,

but the Church as such remains safe.
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pared by God wherein she is to be nourished during a

thousand two hundred and sixty days.

And a battle took place in heaven, 7

fver^the'Dragon''
Michael and his angels battling with the

dragon. And the dragon and his angels

battled, and they prevailed not, nor was their place 8

found any more in heaven. And he was cast down, 9

the great dragon, the ancient serpent, he who is called

Devil and Satan, he who seduceth the whole world—
he was cast down to the earth, and his angels were cast

down with him.

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying: 10

' Now are come the salvation and the might and

the kingdom of our God, and the power of his

Christ; because the accuser of our brethren hath

been cast down, he who accuseth them day and

night before our God. And they have conquered n

him through the blood of the Lamb, and through

the word of their witness, and they loved not their

life in face of death. Wherefore be glad, O ye 12

heavens, and ye that dwell therein! Woe to the

earth and to the sea, because the devil hath gone
down to you in great fury, knowing that he hath

but little time !

'

And when the dragon saw that he was 13
The Drag-on's

pursuit <of the cast down to the earth, he pursued the

woman who had brought forth the male

child. And there were given to the woman the two m

7. Dan. X. 13, 20.

9. Gen. iii. i : Zach. iii. i, 2.

11. This allusion to the martyrs is an anticipation, since Satan's

fall preceded the persecutions ;
but their victory over him is essentially

one with St. Michael's, two phases in the triumph of the same divine

cause.

12. Isai. xliv. 23 : xlix. 13.

14. Cf. xi. 2, with note.
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wings of the great eagle, in order that she might fly

into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be

nourished a time and times and half a time, away from

15 the serpent. Then the serpent cast out of his mouth,
after the woman, water like a river, that she might

16 be swept away in its flood. But the earth came to

the help of the woman; the earth opened its mouth,
and swallowed the river which the dragon had cast

17 out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth at the

woman, and departed to make war with the rest of her

seed, with them that keep the commandments of God
18 and bear witness to Jesus. And he stood upon the

sand of the sea.

XIII.

I

II. The Beast rising out of the Sea. (Chap. XIII. i— lo.)

And I beheld rising out of the sea a

^sea^descdbed
'
beast, which had ten horns and seven

heads, and upon its horns ten diadems,

and upon its heads blasphemous names.

And the beast which I saw was like to a leopard,

and its feet were as those of a bear, and its mouth was

as the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave it his

might and his throne, and great power. One of its

heads was as it were wounded unto death; but

its deadly wound was healed. And the whole earth

followed the beast, wondering; and men worshipped
the dragon, because he had given authority to the

beast, and they worshipped the beast, saying :

' Who
is like to the beast, and who can battle with it?'

XIII. 1—2. The picture of the first beast is largely based on Dan.
vii. In the Apocalypse, 'the beast' combines the powers of the four

various
'

beasts
*

or empires described by Daniel. It symbolizes the

political power, the material force which the world places at the dis-

posal of the dragon, to oppress God's servants. That power is re-

presented as embodied in the Roman empire : cf. Introd. p. xxi. For

the ten horns and seven heads, cf. xvii. 9—12, with notes.
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And there was given to it a mouth ut-

the Beast
The Work of

^^^^^^ haughty and blasphemous words,

and there was given to it power to work

during forty-two months. And it opened its mouth 6

to utter blasphemies against God, to blaspheme his

name and his dwelling, even them that dwell in

heaven. And it was given to it to make war with the 7

saints and to conquer them; and there was given
to it power over every tribe and people and tongue
and nation. And all that dwell upon the earth shall 8

adore it, every one whose name is not written in the

book of life of the Lamb that was sacrificed from

the foundation of the world.

If any one hath an ear, let him hear ! If 9-1°

th^Tim^s^°^ any one is for captivity, into captivity

he goeth ;
if any one shall slay with the

sword, with the sword must he be slain. Herein lie

the patience and the faith of the saints.

III. The Beast rising out of the Earth. (Chap. XIII. ii— 18.)

And I beheld rising out of the earth

^^Be^aT"'^ another beast, which" had two horns like

those of a lamb, and which spoke like a

5. C/. xi. 2, with note.

8. Dan. xii. i : Psal. Ixix (Ixviii). 28 : Isai. liii. 7.

10. Jerem. xv. 2. The Greek text in this verse is a little uncertain.

It appears to be a warning against resisting the persecutor, on the

lines of Matt. xxvi. 52. To invoke imprisonment and death on him
will only bring them upon oneself—in the more terrible form of other-

world punishment, as the writer appears to mean.

( 1 . The second beast appears to represent the pagan priesthood,

and more particularly the priesthood of the Roman Emperors, the wor-

ship of whom was by this time organized throughout the empire, but

especially flourished in the great cities on the western coast of Asia

Minor (cf. Introd. p. xxiii). This beast is credited with magic (xiii.

13, 15) and an appearance of gentleness hiding cruelty (xiii. 11, 15):

it is a false prophet (xvi, 13 : xix. 20 : xx. 10).

1 1
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12 dragon. And it exercised all the power of the first

beast in its presence. And it maketh the earth and all the

dwellers therein to adore the first beast, whose deadly
13 wound was healed. And it doth great signs, so aa

even to make fire to come down from heaven upon
14 the earth in the sight of men. And through the signs

which were given it to do in the presence of the

beast, it leadeth astray the dwellers upon the earth.

It bade the dwellers upon the earth to make an image
to the beast which hath the wound of the sword, and

15 yet is alive. And it was given it to put life into the

image of the beast, so that the image of the beast

should even speak, and should cause to be slain all

that worship not the image of the beast.

16 And it causeth all men, small and great,

^the^e2t°^ rich and poor, bond and free, to mark

themselves on the right hand or on the

17 forehead, that no one may be able to buy or sell,

save he that hath the mark—the name of the beast or

the number of its name.

18 Herein lieth wisdom: he that hath understanding,

14. The allusion is to Domitian, spoken of as Nero come to life

again : cf. xvii. 9— 12, with notes.

15. Dan. iii. 5—6.
16. The ' mark ' would recall the branding of temple devotees

{cf. Gal. vi. 17, with note) and other contemporary usages; but as

in the case of the
'

white stone
'

{cf. ii. 17, with note) it does not

appear possible to nan-ow down the allusion to any one practice. In

any case this
*

marking
'

may be contrasted with the sealing of the

elect (chap. vii).

18. The most probable interpretation of the number is that it

represents the words
' Nero Caesar ', which in Hebrew characters is

composed of letters making up 666 if taken numerically. This ex-

planation fits in well with the immediate context, with chap, xvii,

and with the general scheme of the Apocalypse. The symbolic signifi-

cance of the number lies in the fact that at every digit it is just short

of 7, that perfect number which dominates the Apocalypse itself. It

thus signifies the extreme of imperfection or evil.
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let him count the number of the beast; for it is the

number of a man. And its number is six hundred and

sixty-six.

IV. The Lamb and the Virgins. (Chap. XIV. 1-^5.)

Then I beheld, and lo ! the Lamb stood

^b Company^
^^ ^^^ mountain of Sion, and with him

one hundred and forty-four thousand,

who had his name and his Father's name written on

their foreheads . And I heard a voice from heaven like

a voice of many waters and like a voice of loud thun-

der; and the voice which I heard seemed as it were

of harpers playing on their harps. And they sing a

new canticle before the throne, and before the four

living beings and the elders
;
and no one could learn

that canticle, except the one hundred and forty-four

thousand who had been redeemed from the earth.

These are they who have not defiled themselves

with women; for they are virgins. These are they

who accompany the Lamb, whithersoever he goeth.

These were redeemed from men, to be first-fruits to

God and to the Lamb
;
and in their mouth no lie was

found, for they are blameless.

V. The three Angels. (Chap. XIV. 6— 13.)

And I beheld another angel flying in

The First Angel mid-heaven, with an everlasting gospel

to proclaim to them that dwell upon the

earth, to every nation, and tribe and tongue and peo-

ple. He said with a loud voice:

XIV. I. Ezech. ix. 4: cf. vii. 4: xiv. 20: xxi. 17, with notes.

2. Ezech. i. 24 : xliii. 2.

3. Psal. cxliv (cxliii). 9.

5. Isai. liii. 9 : Sophon. iii. 13.

7, Exod. XX. II : Psal. cxlvi (cxlv). 6.

XIV.
I
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'

Fear God and give him glory^ because the hour

of his judgment is come; worship him who made
the heaven and the earth, the sea and the fountains

of waters."'

And another, a second, angel followed,
The Second

c^avinp- •

Angel ^tiying .

'

Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great,

she that hath made all nations to drink of the wine

of wrath, because of her impurity.'

And another, a third angel, followed,

'^^Xlsei^ saying with a loud voice :

'

If any one worshippeth the beast and

its image, and taketh its mark upon his forehead

or upon his hand, he too shall drink of the wine of

God's wrath, which is poured unmixed into the cup
of his anger, and he shall be tormented with fire

and brimstone, in the sight of the holy angels and

in the sight of the Lamb. And the smoke of their

torment goeth up for ever and ever, and they have

no rest, day or night, even they that worship the

beast and its image, and whoso receiveth the mark

of its name.'

12 Herein lieth the patience of the saints,

^^atoc'e
'^

^hat keep the commandments of God and

the faith of Jesus.

fl3 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying:

8. Isai. xxi. 9: Dan. iv. (27) 30: Jerem. li (xxviii). 7, S. 'There

is reason to think that in Jewish and Christian circles Babylon was

already an accepted synonym for Rome
;
besides I Pet. v. 13, where

most of the indications point to Rome, cf. Sibylline Oracles v (a pre-

Christian Jewish work) 143, 159—160, 434, and the Apocalypse of

Baruch (contemporary with the N.T., Charles, p. xvi.) xi. i. Early

Christian interpretatioa supports the view that Babylon is Rome in

I Peter and the Apocalypse' (Swete, ad loc). But see also Introd.

p. xxi.

10. Isai. li. 17, ttC:

1 1 . Isai. xxxiv. 10.
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'

Write, blessed are the dead henceforth, that

die in the Lord !

'

' Yea
',

saith the Spirit,
'

in that they shall rest

from their labours; for their works do follow

them.'

VI. The Harvest and the Vintage. (Chap. XIV. 14—20.)

Then I beheld, and lo ! a white cloud, 14

The Harvest and upon the cloud one sitting like to

a son of man
;
he had on his head a gol-

den crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And 15

another angel came forth from the sanctuary, crying

with a loud voice to him who sat upon the cloud:
' Send forth thy sickle and reap ;

because the hour

is come to reap, for the harvest of the earth is now

ripe.' Then he who sat upon the cloud cast his sickle 16

upon the earth, and the earth was reaped.

. And another angel came forth from the 17

The Vintage sanctuary in heaven, he too with a sharp

sickle. And another angel came forth 18

from the altar, he who had charge of the fire
;
and he

cried with a loud voice to him who had the sharp

sickle, saying :

' Send forth thy sharp sickle, and

gather the clusters of the vintage of the earth, for the

grapes thereof are ripe.' And the angel cast his sickle 19

upon the earth, and gathered the vintage of the earth,

and cast it into the great winepress of God's wrath.

14. Dan. vii. 13. The figure of the wheat harvest is found in the

gospels (Mark iv. 29, etc.), but in this place appears to refer ex-

clusively to the good, while that of the vintage refers exclusively to

the bad (xiv. 19). Both harvest and vintage are found in Joel iv

(iii). 13, which is quoted in xiv. 15, 18, 20.

17, Sickles were also used in vine-culture.
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And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and
there came forth blood from the winepress rising as

high as the bridles of horses, for the distance of a
thousand six hundred furlongs.

VII. The seven Angels and the Song of Triumph.

(Chap. XV. 1—4.)

1 Then I beheld in heaven another sign.
Seven Angels

with great and wonderful : seven angels hold-
Seven Plagues . . i • i -, -, ,

mg seven plagues, which are the last, be-

cause with them the wrath of God is completed.

2 And I beheld as it were a sea of glass
^^'

^Sonr"'' ^^^^^ w^th fi^^' ^^d ^^^ conquerors of

the beast and of its image and of the

number of its name stood by this sea of glass, holding

3 the harps of God. And they sing the canticle of

Moses, the servant of God, and the canticle of the

Lamb, saying:
'

Great and wonderful are thy works, O Lord God

almighty !

Just and true are thy ways, O King of the nations f

4 Who shall not fear, O Lord, and glorify thy name?

Because thou alone art holy ;

Because all the nations shall come and worship be-

fore thee;

Because thy judgments have been made manifest.'

20. Possibly the distance is intended to represent the length of

Palestine, but more likely the number is symbolic of completeness,

1,600 containing the square of 4, as 144,000 does that of 12 (cf.

xiv. I, with note).

XV. I. Levit. xxvi. 21.

3
—

^4. Exod. XV. I, etc. The deliverance from Pharaoh finds its

full expression in the triumph of 'the Lamb that was sacrificed from

the foundation of the world
'

(xiii. 8 : cf. Exod. xi—xii).



cc.
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4 And the third poured out his vial upon the rivers

and the fountains of waters; and they became blood.

5 And I heard the angel of the waters say :

'

Just art thou, who art and who wast, O holy
6 one, because of these thy judgments. They shed

the blood of saints and prophets, and blood thou

hast given them to drink; such is their due.'

7 And I heard the altar say :

'

Yea, O Lord God al-

mighty, true and just are thy judgments !

'

s And the fourth poured out his vial upon

Three viTis
^^^ ^^"^ ^^^ i^ was given it to scorch

9 men with fire; and men were scorched

by the fierce heat, and they blasphemed the name of

the God who hath power over these plagues, and they
did not repent and give him glory.

10 And the fifth poured out his vial upon the throne

of the beast, and its kingdom was thrown into dark-

11 ness; men gnawed their tongues through pain, and

they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their

pains and of their sores, and they repented not of

their works.

12 And the sixth poured out his vial upon the great
river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, in order

to prepare the way for the kings that come from the

rising of the sun.

II. An Intermediary Vision, and the Seventh Vial.

(Chap. XVI. 13—21.)

13 And I beheld issuing from the mouth of
The

Intermediary ^^^ dragon, and from the mouth of the

beast, and from the mouth of the false

14 prophet, three unclean spirits, like frogs. For they

5—7- Psal. cxix (cxviii). 137: Exod. iii. 14: Isai. xlix. 26, etc.

10. Exod. x. 22.

12. Gen. XV. 18 : Isai. xliv. 27.

13. 'false prophet': cf. xiii. 11 : xix. 20, with notes.
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are spirits of devils, which work signs, and they go

forth unto the kings of the whole world, to gather

them together for the battle on the great day of God

almighty.

'Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that 15

watcheth and keepeth his garments, that he may not

walk naked and let men see his shame !

'

And they gathered them together to the place 16

which is called in Hebrew '

Armageddon '.

And the seventh poured out his vial 17

'^

^viiT^^ upon the air; and a loud voice came

forth from the sanctuary, from the

throne, saying,
'

It is done !

' And there followed is

lightnings and voices and thunder-peals; and there

was a great earthquake, such as never befell since man

appeared on earth, so great an earthquake was it. The 19

great city was rent into three parts, and the cities of

the nations fell
;
and God remembered Babylon the

great, to make her drink the wine of his fierce wrath.

Every island fled away, and the mountains were not to 20

be found. And great hailstones, heavy as a hundred- 21

weight, dropped from heaven upon men; and men

blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, be-

cause the plague thereof was very great.

15. The Voice of Christ interrupts for a moment the Seer's nar-

rative, as in xxii. 7, 12— 13.

16. 'Armageddon', properly
'

Har-Magedon ', most probably 'the

hills (otherwise the city) of Megiddo
'

;
but the place here intended

is doubtless the great Plain of Esdraelon or Megiddo, between the

hills of Galilee and Samaria, the one great battle-field of Palestine

(c/. Judg. V. 19). T,he kings of the earth (xvi. 12, 14) are pictured as

coming from the East (c/. vi. 2—5, note).

17. Isai. Ixvi. 6.

18. Exod. xix. 16: Dan. xii. i.

19. Dan. iv. 30 (27): Isai. li. 17: Jerem. xxv. 15 (xxxii.' i).

21. Exod. ix. 24.
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SIXTH SEPTENARY.

The Great Babylon, (cc. XVII.—XIX. 10.)

I. The Description of Babylon (Chap. XVII. i—6.)

And one of the seven angels who had

The Vision the seven vials came and spoke to me,

saying,
'

Come, I will show thee the

judgment of the great harlot who sitteth upon many
waters, with whom the kings of the earth did commit

fornication, and the dwellers upon the earth were

made drunk with the wine of her fornication.' And
he bore me away in spirit into the wilderness.

And I beheld a woman sitting upon a scarlet beast,

full of blasphemous names, and having seven heads

and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple

and scarlet, and glittered with gold and precious

stones and pearls. She held in her hand a golden

cup, full of abominations and of the impurities of her

fornication, and upon her forehead was written a mys-
tic name,

' BABYLON THE GREAT, the mother of

the harlots and of the abominations of the earth.' I

saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints

and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus ;
and see-

ing her, I greatly wondered.

II. The Explanation of Babylon. (Chap. XVII. 7—18.)

And the angel said to me,
' Wherefore

The Beast dost thou wondcr? I will tell thee the

mystery of the woman, and of the beast

which carrieth her, and hath the seven heads and the

XVII. 1—2. Jerem. li (xxviii). 13, 7: Isai. xxiii. 17. For the

relation of Babylon to Rome: cf. Introd. p. xxi.

3. Dan. vii. 7. The beast is evidently to be identified with the

Beast from the Sea (xiii. i, with note: xix. 20); the Harlot -city rides

a world-empire.
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ten horns. The beast which thou sawest, was, and

is not
;

it is about to come up from the bottomless pit,

and it goeth to destruction. And the dwellers upon
the earth shall wonder—they whose name is not writ-

ten from the foundation of the world in the book of

life—when they see the beast, because it was, and is

not, and is to come.
* Here there is need of an understanding that hath

wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains

whereon the woman sitteth. They are also seven

kings : live are fallen, one now is, the other hath not

yet come, and when he shall come, he must remain

but a little time. And the beast which was and is not,

is itself the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth to

destruction.
' And the ten horns which thou sawest, are ten kings

8. Dan. vii. 3 : xii. i : Psal. Ixix (Ixviii). 28. For the explanation,

cf. xvii. II, with note.

9
— II. The 'seven mountains' contains an unmistakable allusion

to the seven hills of Rome. The kings are doubtless the emperors ;

the eighth is Domitian, and he is
'

of the seven
'

in the sense that he

is Nero redivlvus, the fulfilment of the popular rumour that Nero was

to come again. The five emperors are probably Augustus, Tiberius,

Gaius, Claudius and Nero
;

the sixth and seventh, Vespasian and

Titus. Thus, if Rome be the embodiment of the hostile world-power,
without exhausting the full content of

'

Babylon ', Nero rcdivivus is

the embodiment of the wielder of that power, but again without ex-

hausting the concept : cf. Introd. p. xxi. This is hinted at by
the very fact that the whole beast is identified with one single emperor,

previously represented as merely a head. The assassination of Domi-
tian (96 A.D.) was symbolic of the end of the Beast. For the bearing
of these verses on the date : cf. Introd. p. xiv.

12. Dan. vii. 24. The eighth emperor
'

goeth to destruction', but

the end is not yet. The '

ten horn^
'

are from Dan. vii. 24, where

they are also difficult of interpretation ; here, at all events, the number
is probably symbolic of completeness. They probably more directly

represent the nations of the empire. Subject at first to Rome, they
shake off her yoke and ' make her desolate

'

(xvii. 16). Nevertheless

they, too, during the short period of their dominion, typified as an
*
hour ', are the allies of the Beasti—which itself will come to share their

hatred of Rome (xvii. 16)
—and merely another embodiment of the

world-power battling with Christ. It is presumably they who are meant

in xix. 19.



40 Apocalypse [cc.xvn. 13—xvm. 3.

that have not yet received a kingdom, but they are

to receive authority for one hour as kings, together

13 with the beast. These have one purpose, and their

14 power and authority they give over to the beast. These

will battle with the Lamb, and they shall be con-

quered by the Lamb, because he is the Lord of lords,

and the King of kings, and those that are with him,

called and chosen and faithful, shall conquer them.'

15 And he said to me, 'The waters which
he Horns ar

the Harlot

The Horns and
^^^^ sawest, where the harlot sitteth, are

peoples and multitudes and nations and

16 tongues. And the ten horns which thou sawest, and

the beast, these shall hate the harlot, and they shall

make her desolate and naked, and they shall eat her

17 flesh and consume her with fire. For God hath put it

into their hearts to carry out his purpose, and to be

of one mind among themselves, and give their king-

dom over to the beast, until the words of God shall

18 be fulfilled. And the woman whom thou sawest is

the great city which holdeth sway over the kings of

the earth.'

XVIII.
I

in. The Fall of Babylon. (Chap. XVIII. i-8.)

After these things, I beheld another an-

The^ngreis ^^^ coming dowu from heaven, invested

with great power; and the earth was

lighted up by his glory. And he cried with a mighty

voice, saying,
'

Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and

she is become a habitation of devils, a stronghold of

every unclean spirit, a stronghold of every unclean

and hated bird, because all the nations have drunk

XVIII. 2. Isai. xxi. 9: xiii. 21, etc.

3. Jerem. li (xxviii). 7 : Isai. xxiii. 17.
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of the wine of wrath because of her impurity and the

kings of the earth have committed fornication with

her, and the merchants of the earth have waxed rich

through the excess of her licentiousness.'

And I heard another voice out of hea-
nd

Voice
The Second

^^^^ saying,
' Come out of her, my peo-

ple, in order that ye share not in her sins,

and partake not of her plagues; for her sins are

heapeci up to heaven, and God hath remembered her

iniquities. Render to her even as herself hath ren-

dered, and give her double according to her works :

in the cup which she hath mixed, mix for her as much

again : as much as she hath glorified herself and wan-

toned in luxury, so much give her of torment and

mourning. Because she saith in her heart,
" A queen

I sit, no widow am I, and mourning I shall not see
"

;

therefore in one day her plagues shall come, death

and mourning and famine, and with fire she shall be

consumed; for the Lord God is strong, who judgeth

her.'

IV. The Mourning for Babylon. (Chap. XVIII. 9—20.)

The kings of the earth who committed

^""^heElrth
°^

fornication and wantoned in luxury with

her shall weep and wail over her, when

they see the smoke of her burning. They shall stand

afar off, through the fear of her torment, and shall

say,
'

Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon the strong

city, in one hour hath thy judgment come !

'

4— 5. Jerem. li (xxviii). 6, 9, 45.

6. Psal. cxxxvii (cxxxvi). 8 : Jerem. 1 (xxvii). 29.

7—8. Isai. xlvii. 7—9.
9. Ezech. xxvi. 16—17 : Isai. xxiii. i7> etc*

10. Dan. iv. 30 (27): Ezech. xxvi. 17.
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J I And the merchants of the earth weep and

Mer^chlnts Hioum over her, because no one buyeth
^2 their cargo any more, a cargo of gold

and of silver and of precious stones and of pearls and

of fine linen and of purple and of silk and of scarlet
;

all manner of scented wood, and all manner of work

in ivory, and all manner of work in costly wood, and

J3 in bronze and iron and marble
;
cinnamon and balsam

and incense and myrrh, and frankincense and wine

and oil and fine flour and wheat and cattle and sheep,

with horses and carriages and slaves—and souls of

14 men. The ripe fruit for which thy soul longed hath

departed from thee; all things dainty and splendid

15 are lost to thee, never to be found again. The mer-

chants in these things, who gained wealth by her, shall

stand afar off through the fear of her torment, weep-
16 ing and mourning, and they shall say,

'

Woe, woe,

the great city, which was clothed in fine linen and

purple and scarlet, and glittered with gold and pre-

17 cious stones and pearls; in one hour hath all that

wealth been laid waste !

'

And all the shipmasters, and all that sail

By the Mariners to any part, the mariners, and all that

18 work upon the sea, stood afar off, and

cried out, when they beheld the smoke of her burning,

19 saying,
* What city is like to the great city?' And they

cast dust upon their heads, and cried out, weeping
and mourning,

'

Woe, woe, the great city, wherein all

that had ships upon the sea became rich out of her

wealth
;

in one hour hath she been laid waste !

'

11—19. The references are from Ezech. xxvii, where the prophet
is speaking of Tyre, a city which also furnishes a type of God's ven-

geance upon pride and luxury.
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Be glad over her, thou heaven, and ye saints and 20

apostles and prophets ;
because God hath judged your

cause upon her !

V. The final Ruin of Babylon. (Chap. XVIII. 21—24.)

And a.strong angel took up a stone like 21

W^e^ngti°^ a great millstone, and cast it into the

sea, saying, 'Even thus shall Babylon the

great city be cast down headlong, and shall be found

no more. No more shall the sound of harpers and 22

minstrels and flute-players and trumpeters be heard

in thee, and no more shall every craftsman of every

craft be found in thee, and no more shall the sound of

the millstone be heard in thee, and no more shall the 23

light of a lamp shine in thee, and no more shall the

voice of the bridegroom and the bride be heard in

thee; because thy merchants were the great men of

the earth, because by thy witchery all the nations of

the earth have been led astray. And in her was 24

found the blood of prophets and saints and of all that

have been slain upon the earth.'

VI. The Song of Praise at the Fall of Babylon.

(Chap. XIX. 1-5.) ^^^
After these things, I heard as it were a i

^^false
°^

mighty voice of a large multitude in hea-

ven, saying:
*

Alleluia ! Salvation and glory and power be-

20. Deut. xxxii. 43.

21. Jerem. li (xxviii). 63, 64: Ezech. xxvi. 21.

22—23. Jerem. xxv. 10.

23. Isai. xxiii. 8 : xlvii. 9.

24. Jerem. li (xxviii). 49.

XIX. I. 'Alleluia', the Greek rendering of the Hebrew '

Hallalu-

Yah ',

*

Praise ye Yah (Yahweh, Jehovah) ', a cry found at the be-

ginning or end of some psalms.
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long to our God, because his judgments are true

and just ; because he hath judged the great harlot

who corrupted the earth with her fornication, and

hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.'

And they said a second time :

'

Alleluia ! And the

smoke of her goeth up for ever and ever.'

And the twenty-four elders and the four living be-

ings fell down and worshipped God who sitteth upon
the throne, saying,

' Amen ! Alleluia !

'

And a voice came forth from the throne, saying,
*

Praise our God, all ye his servants, ye that fear him,
the small and the great !

'

VII. God's Reign and the Marriage of the Lamb.
(Chap. XIX. 6—8.)

And I heard as it were the voice of a

^Triumph
°^

large multitude, as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of strong thun-

ders, saying:
'

Alleluia ! our God the Lord almighty hath en-

tered upon his reign. Let us rejoice and exult, and

let us give him glory ;
because the marriage of the

Lamb is come, and his spouse hath prepared her-

self
;
and there hath been given her, to clothe her-

self withal, fine linen, bright and pure; the fine

linen being the righteous deeds of the saints.'

And the angel saith to me,
'

Write,

The Angrei Blessed are they that are bidden to the

marriage supper of the Lamb !

' And he

saith to me,
* These words are the true words of God.'

2. Psal. xix (xviii). 9: Deut. xxxii. 43.

3. Isai. xxxiv. 10.

5. PsaL cxxxiv (cxxxiii). i : Psal. cxv. 13 (cxiii. 21).

6. Dan. x. 6, etc.
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And I fell down before his feet to worship him. And

he saith to me,
'

Forbear ! I am a fellow-servant with

thee and with thy brethren, who bear witness to Jesus :

God shalt thou worship !

'—For the witness to Jesus

is the spirit of prophecy.

SEVENTH SEPTENARY.

The Consummation, (cc XIX. n—XXII. 5.)

I. The Conqueror and his hosts. (Chap. XIX. ii— 16.)

And I beheld heaven opened, and lo !

rd of

God'
The Word of

^ ^j^-^^ horse, and he who sitteth thereon

is called faithful and true, and he judg-

eth with justice and giveth battle. His eyes are as a 12

flame of fire
; upon his head are many diadems, and

he hath a name written which no one knoweth, save

himself; he is clothed in a cloak dipped in blood, and 13

the name whereby he is called is,
'

the Word of God.'

The armies of heaven followed him upon white horses, 14

clothed in fine linen, white and pure.

Out of his mouth goeth forth a sharp 15
*

King of Kings .

and Lord of sword whcrcwith to smitc the nations,

and himself ruleth them with a rod of

iron, and himself treadeth the wine-press of the fierce

wrath of God almighty, and upon his cloak and 16

10. The witness to be borne to Jesus is the animating spirit of

all prophecy, and all who witness to Him are in the highest sense

prophets, no less than the angel himself.

11. Ezech. i. i : Psal. xcvi (xcv). 13.

12. Dan. X. 6.

13. Isai. Ixiii. i—6: 'dipped*, or else 'sprinkled': it is un-

certain what Greek word we should read here.

15. Psal. ii. 8—9.
16. As in the preface to St. John's gospel, it is clearly indicated

that the Word of God is God : for the title
' Lord of Lords ', cf.

Deut. X. 17.
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upon his thigh he hath a name written: KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

H. The Defeat of the Beast. (Chap. XIX. 17—21.)

17 And I beheld a single angel standing on

^itvifa"tfon^
the sun; and he cried out with a loud

voice, and said to all the birds that flew

in mid-heaven :

'

Come, gather together to the great

18 supper of God, that ye may eat the flesh of kings,

the flesh of captains, the flesh of strong men, the flesh

of horses and their riders, the flesh of all men, free

and slaves, great and small.'

19 And I beheld the beast and the kings

The Battle of the earth and their armies gathered

together to make war against him who

20 sitteth upon the horse and against his army. And the

beast was captured, and with it the false prophet, who

performed in its sight the signs whereby he led astray

those that accepted the mark of the beast and those

that worshipped its image. They were both cast alive

21 into the flery lake of burning brimstone
;
the rest were

killed by the sword of him who sat upon the horse—
the sword which issued out of his mouth—and all the

birds were glutted with their flesh.

17
— 18. Ezech. xxxix. 17—20.

19. Psal. ii. 2. For the
'

kings ', cf. xvii. 12, with note. The

battle appears to be that of Armageddon (xvi. 16), which seems to

symbolize Our Lord's first coming, whereas the conquest of Gog and

Magog (xx. 7
—

10) belongs to the final consummation.

20. For the fiery lake, cf. Gen. xix. 24: Isai. xxx. 33 : Ezech.

xxxviii. 22: it appears again in xx. 10: xxi. 8. The false prophet

(here and in xvi. 13 : xx. 10) is doubtless to be identified with the

second beast of xiii. 11— 18, where also there is mention of the mark

of the (first) beast.

21. Ezech. xxxix. 17
—20.
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III. The Victory over Satan. (Chap. XX. i— lo )

And I beheld an angel coming down

"^^of Satin"''
from heaven, holding in his hand the key
of the bottomless pit, and a great chain.

And he seized the dragon, the ancient serpent, who
is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand

years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, which he

locked and sealed over him, that he might no more

lead the nations astray until the thousand years should

have elapsed. After that he must be loosed for a

little time.

And I saw thrones, and those sat there-

Uie Tust

°^ on to whom was committed judgment,

and I saw the souls of those that had

been beheaded because of the witness to Jesus and

because of the word of God, because they had not

worshipped the beast or its image, and had not taken

its mark upon their forehead and upon their hand.

They came to life again, and reigned with Christ for

a thousand years. The rest of the dead came not to

life until the thousand years were accomplished.

XX. 2. Gen. iii. i : Zach. iii. i—2. 'A thousand years': not to

be taken literally, as was done by the Millenianists. The duration

thus indicated is that of the long period to intervene between the re-

straint placed on Satan at Christ's first advent {cf. Matt. xii. 28 : John:

xii. 31) and 'the little time' allowed to the devil to exert an extra-

ordinary activity before the close of time.

4. Dan. vii. 9—10, 22.

4—6. Since the
' second death

'

spoken of in xx. 6, 14 denotes the

damnation or eternal loss of the soul m hell, the
'

first resurrection
*

means such life after death as preserves men from the
'

second death '.

Hence, the first resurrection is the spiritual reign of God's saints

during the long period of peace (1,000 years) granted to the Church,
whereas the second resurrection is the physical rising of the dead at

the close of time (c/. John xi. 25, 26). In view of this, 'the rest of

the dead '

is to be understood of those who die in the state of sin, and

who cannot be said to enjoy any sort of
'

resurrection
'

before the end

of the thousand years.

XX.
I
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This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he

that hath part in the first resurrection! Over these

the second death hath no power, but they shall be

priests of God and of Christ, and they shall reign with

him for a thousand years.

And when the thousand years are accom-

^'^o'f satat"" plished, Satan shall be loosed from his

prison, and he shall come forth to lead

astray the nations which are in the four corners of

the earth, even Gog and Magog, in order to gather

them together for the battle; their number shall be

as the sand of the sea. And they went up over the

breadth of the earth, and encompassed the camp of

the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down
from heaven, and devoured them, and the devil, who

led them astray, was cast into the lake of fire and

brimstone where are the beast and the false prophet,

and they shall be tormented day and night for ever

and ever.

IV. The General Judgment. (Chap. XX. ii— 15.)

And 1 beheld a great white throne, and

tlefrSme^nt
him who sitteth upoti it: from his face

the earth and the heaven fled away, and

no place was found for them. And I saw the dead,

6. Isai. Ixi. 6.

8. Ezech. vii. 2 : xxxviii. 2.
'

Gog and Magog ', a symbolical

designation of the earthly powers which will make the last onset on

the Church, the chosen people of God.

9. Habac. i. 6: Ecclus. xxiv. li : II [IV] Kings i. 10.

10. Cf. xiii. II : xix. 20, with notes.

n. Isai. vi. i : Dan. vii. 9: ii. 35: Psal. cxiv (cxiii). 7, 3.

12. Dan. vii. 10: PsaL Ixix (Ixviii). 28.

12— 13. For judgment according to works, cf. Matt. xvi. 27 : Rom.
ii. 6: II Tim. iv. 14: Apoc. ii. 23: xxii. 12: Psal. xxviii (xxvii). 4:
Ixii (Ixi). 12: Prov. xxiv. 12: Jerem. xvii. 10.
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the great and the small, standing before the throne;

and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which is the book

of life; and the dead were judged from the things

written in the books, according to their works. And 13

the sea gave up the dead from her midst, and Death

and Hell gave up the dead from their midst
;
and they

were judged each according- to their works. And u
Death and Hell were cast into the lake of fire. This

is the second death, the lake of fire. Whoever was 15

not found written in the book of life, he was cast into

the lake of fire.

V. The New Jerusalem. (Chap. XXI. i—8.)

And I beheld a new heaven and a new i

oTooIwftrmtn earth; for the first heaven and the first

earth were departed, and the sea is no

more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 2

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a

bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 3

voice from the throne, saying,
' Behold the dwelling

of God with men, and he shall dwell with them
; they

shall be his peoples, and God himself shall be with

them. And he shall wipe away every tear from their 4

eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall mourn-

ing or wailing or pain be any more, because the first

things are passed away.'

13—14. 'Hell': c/. vi. 8, note.

15. Dan. xii. i .

XXI. 1. Isai. Ixv. 17: Ixvi. 22: cf. Matt. xix. 28: Acts iii. 21:

Rom. viii. 21. The 'new heaven and new earth' have a symbolic
force, and doubtless, like so much else in the Apocalypse, are not

intended to be taken literally.

2. Isai. Iii. I : Ixi. lo.

3. Ezech. xxxvii. 27: Zach. ii. 10— 11. The Vulgate and some
other ancient authorities add '

their God '

at the end of this verse ;

but the greater weight of evidence is against the addition.

4. Isai. XXV. 8 : Ixv. 19.

5
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And he who sitteth upon the throne said.

The Promise
'

Behold, I make all things new.' And
he saith,

'

Write : for these words are

faithful and true.' And he said to me,
'

It is done!

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end. To him that thirsteth, I will give of the

fountain of the water of life, freely. He that con-

quereth shall inherit these things ;
I shall be his God

and he shall be my son. But as for the cowards, the

unbelievers, the abominable, the murderers, the for-

nicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters and all liars, their

part shall be in the lake of burning fire and brim-

stone, which is the second death.'

VI. Description oi the New Jerusalem. (Chap. XXI. 9—27.)

And there came one of the seven angels

^^viSon
'"

w^^o h^^ th^ seven vials full of the seven

last plagues, and he spoke with me, say-

ing,
'

Come, I will show thee the bride, the spouse of

the Lamb.' And he bore me away in spirit to a great

and high mountain, and he showed me the holy city

Jerusalem, coming down from heaven, in the glory of

God. The radiance thereof was like to a stone most

precious, to a jasper stone, crystal clear. It had a

great and high wall, with twelve gates ;
at the twelve

gates were twelve angels, and names were inscribed

thereon, the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. On
the east were three gates; and on the north, three

5. Isai. xliii. 19.

6. Isai. Iv. I : Zach. xiv. 8. 'Alpha and Omega', cf. i. 8: xxii.

13, with notes.

7. II Sam. (II Kings) vii. 14.

8. Cf. xix. 20, with note.

10. Ezech. xl. 1—2: Isai. lii. i.

11. Isai. Iviii. 8.
'

12—13. Ezech. xlviii. 31
—

34. ,.
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gates ;
and on the south, three gates ;

and on the west,

three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 14

foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names

of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

And he that spoke to me had for a measure a gol- is

den rod, wherewith to measure the city and its gates

and its walls. The city lieth foursquare, and the 16

length thereof is as great as the breadth. He- measured

the city with his rod, twelve thousand furlongs; the

length and breadth and height thereof are equal. He 17

measured also the wall, one hundred and forty-four

feet, by man's measure, which is angel's measure.

And the material of the wall was jasper; and the is

city was pure gold, like unto pure glass. The foun- 19

dation stones of the wall of the city were adorned with

every kind of precious stone. The first was a jasper;

the second, a lapis lazuli; the third, an agate; the

fourth, an emerald; the fifth, a sardonyx; the sixth, 20

a cornelian; the seventh, a chrysolite; the eighth, a

beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprase;
the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. The 2?

twelve gates were twelve pearls ;
each gate was formed

of a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure

gold, transparent as glass.

15. Ezech. xl. 3, 5.

16. Ezech. xliii. i6.

17.
'

feet *, lit.
'

cubits '. The cubit intended may be of i6 inches

{cf. Conder in Murray's Illustrated Bible Dictionary), but the actual

number 144 (= 12 X 12) is doubtless symbolic {cf. vii. 4: xiv. i, with

notes), as is also the cubic shape of the city.
'

angel's measure '

:

no fantastic interpretation is to be put on the angelic
'

cubit ', but it

is to be understood in the usual sense.

18— 19. Isai. liv. II— 12 .

19—20. Cf. iv. 3, note. The nature of the ancient 'chrysolite
'

is

especially uncertain, and the name is therefore retained, though it is

not the modern chrysolite.
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22 I saw no sanctuary therein^ for the Lord

^ancTLight^^
^^^ almighty is the sanctuary thereof,

23 and the Lamb. And the city hath no

need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for

the glory of God enlighteneth it, and the lamp thereof

24 is the Lamb. And the nations shall walk by the light

thereof, and the kings of the earth bring their glory

25 thereto, and the gates thereof shall never be shut by
26 day—for night shall not be there—and they shall bring

thereunto the glory and the honour of the nations.

27 And there shall not enter therein aught unclean, nor

he that practiseth abomination and falsehood, but

only they that are written in the book of life of the

Lamb.

VII. The Paradise of God. (Chap. XXII. 1—5.)

1 And he showed me a river of the water

'^Treeoi^Uf of life, clcar as crystal, issuing forth

from the throne of God and of the Lamb,
2 in the midst of the street of the city. On either side

of the river was the tree of life, which beareth fruit

twelve times, yielding every month its own fruit, and

the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

3 And there shall no more be aught ac-
The Throne of

God and of cursed. And the throne of God and of

the Lamb shall be in the city,, and his

4 servants shall minister before him, and they shall be-

hold his face, and his name shall be on their fore-

22. Amos iv. 13 (LXX),

23—26. C/. Isai. Ix.

27. Isai. lii. I : Dan. xii. i.

XXII. I. Zach. xiv. 8.

1—2. Gen. ii. 9—10: Ezech. xlvii. i, 7, 12.

3. Zach. xiv. 11.

4. Psal. xvii (xvi). 15: cf. hi. 12: xiv. i.
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heads, and night shall be no more, and they shall 5

have no need of the light of a lamp or of the light of

the sun, because the Lord God shall be their light;

and they shall reign for ever and ever.

Epilog-ue. (Chap. XXII. 6-21.)

And the angel said to me,
' These words 6

^o^hfAnger are faithful and true; and the Lord, the

God of the spirits of the prophets, hath

sent his angel to show to his servants what must

speedily befall.
' And behold, I come quickly. Blessed is he that 7

keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book !

'

I John am he who heard and saw these things; s

and when I had heard and seen them, I fell down

to worship before the feet of the angel who showed

them to me. And he saith to me, 'Forbear! I am 9

a fellow-servant with thee, with thy brethren the pro-

phets, and with them that keep the words of this

book. God shalt thou worship !

'  

And he saith to me,
'

Seal not the 10

^^%Iir'' words of the prophecy of this book;

for the time is near. Let wrong-doers n

do wrong as yet, and let the filthy be defiled as yet,

and let the just do justness as yet, and let the holy be

hallowed as yet.'
'

Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with 12

5. Isai. Ix. 19: Dan. vii. i8.

6. Dan. ii. 28.

7. Isai. xl. 10. Christ speaks, here and in xxii. 12—13 : cf. xvi. 15,

with note.

8—9. Cf. xix. 10.

10. Dan. xii. 4.

12. Isai. xl. 10. For judgment according to works, cf. xx. 12—13,
note. ;
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13 me, to render to each according to his work. I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the

beginning and the end.'

Blessed are they that wash their robes, in order

that they may have a right to the tree of life, and

may enter by the gates into the city ! Outside are the

dogs and the sorcerers and the fornicators and the

murderers and the idolaters and every one that loveth

and worketh falsehood.

16 , 'I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify

Att^estaUoi
^^ y^^ ^^^^ touching the churches. I

am the root and the son of David, the

bright star of the morning.'

17 And the Spirit and the Spouse say, 'Come!' And
let him that heareth say,

' Come !

' And let him that

thirsteth come ! Let him that willeth take the water

of life freely !

18 I testify to every one that heareth the words of

the prophecy of this book: if any one add to them,

God shall add to him the plagues described in this

19 book; and if anyone take away from the words of

the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his

part from the tree of life and from the holy city,

which are described in this book.

20 He who testifieth these things, saith,
'

Yea, I come

quickly !

'—Amen ! Come, Lord Jesus !

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with the saints.

13. Isai. xliv. 6: xlviii. 12. 'Alpha and Omega', cf. i. 8: xxi.

6. Christ Himself here assumes the title, showing His Godhead :

cf. xix. 16, with note.

14. Gen. xlix. 1 1 : ii. 9.

16. Isai. xi. ID.

17. Isai. Iv. I : Zach. xiv. 8.

18. 19. Deut. iv. 2, etc.

21. The parting blessing appears under varying forms in Greek

MSS. ; the form found in the Codex Sinaiticus appears to have the best

claim to represent the original text.






